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In this day and age, when something is described as myth, people think of it as false 
history, not as something Mythic. And we falsely assume that society can be free of “myth.” 


Article I. Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 


Article Il.a well-regulated militia being necessary to the 
security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms 
shall not be infringed. 


Article TTd,. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered 
in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, 
but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 


Article I V, The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches 
and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 


Article V. No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of 
a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in 
the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; 
nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case 
to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or 


property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 
taken for public use, without just compensation. 


MATECHAV!, Th aff criminal prosecutions the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of 
the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and 
to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtain-ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defense. 


Article VI I. In suits at common law, where the value in 
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law. 


Article Was IT. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 


excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 


Article IX. the enumeration in she Constitution, of certain 
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by 
the people. 


Article X. The powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to 
the states respectively, or to the people. 
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Responding to a Rebuke 


In the November 5 issue, readers Roderick 
Clay and Pastor James Riddle take me to 
task for my recent letter to the editor ques- 
tioning THE NEw AMERICAN’S “gratuitous 
slaps at Presidents Adams and Lincoln.” 
They suggest I get better informed by read- 
ing a list of books, purportedly to improve 
my appreciation for just how bad these 
presidents were. The titles they suggest 
range in content from Lincoln’s actions 
in the War for Southern Independence to 
FDR’s complicity in bringing the USA into 
WWIL. (Valid criticism of Lincoln has been 
around for years. My first encounter was 
with a college history professor who was a 
Southerner, and he called the Civil War “an 
act of Northern aggression.”) 

Believe me, I have read them all, thor- 
oughly, in addition to many others cov- 
ering a wide range of perspectives. I’ve 
read at least a dozen other books, includ- 
ing Back Door to War: Roosevelt Foreign 
Policy 1933-1941, by Charles Tansill, and 
Anthony Kubeck’s How the Far East Was 
Lost. Also, Ihave read Gordon Prange’s At 
Dawn We Slept: The Untold Story of Pearl 
Harbor, a work that attempts to invalidate 
those revisionist historians. 

Interestingly enough, I had also read 
their suggested book Creature From Je- 
kyll Island, which I had mentioned in a 
sentence deleted by the editors wherein 
I asked, “Why not a more balanced per- 
spective about Lincoln’s role that the book 
has?” So, while I can see the things Lin- 
coln did badly, all I question is why TNA 
has such a narrow view of him. 

I must emphasize that I objected to 
TNA’s literary slap made about John Adams 
and the Alien and Sedition Act. If you will 
read John Adams, the excellent biography 
by David McCullough, you will discover 
the reasons behind his reluctant signing of 
this otherwise noxious legislation. 

Also uncalled for was TNA’s coun- 
terproductive name-calling of Lincoln. 
If I could offer my own suggestion for 
research, it would be We Hold These 
Truths, by the late 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Congressman Larry McDonald of Geor- 
gia. He cites several examples of Lin- 
coln’s assumed emergency powers that 
virtually nullified the Constitution at that 
time, and offers reasons why Lincoln did 
so, including why he did not declare war 
against the South. 

Nonetheless, I have to agree with Roder- 
ick Clay that today there virtually exists a 
“Lincoln Cult” in America that results from 
the public’s ever-growing expectation for 
the federal government to do anything and 
everything. FEMA is a current example. 

James Riddle’s lament is based on a 
desire for a more consistent philosophy 
in our support of liberty. Good luck with 
that! I have been involved in the freedom 
fight for over 50 years, with almost 30 
years working with thousands of people 
trying to build The John Birch Society, 
the one organization that can restore our 
freedom. These individualists had as many 
views of the proper role of government 
as there are letters in the alphabet, ivory 
tower purists included. 

I used to joke that our nation’s last good 
year was 1789. I wish we could go back 
to that level of the federal government. I 
also wish that I were 29 years of age again, 
with a full head of hair. 

Have our political leaders, including 
Adams and Lincoln, abused their author- 
ity? Of course. Please read Section Six of 
The Blue Book of The John Birch Society, by 
Robert Welch. There you will find examples 
of the various characteristics and tendencies 
of all governments and the assertion that all 
governments are necessary evils and the ul- 
timate enemy of individual freedom. I think 
we can all agree that reversing the growth of 
government and restoring the restraints of 
our Constitution is essential. 

My point was, while all our political 
leaders have abused their authority in one 
way or another, their contributions to the 
establishment of our republican form of 
government are largely responsible for the 
freedom that Clay and Riddle enjoy. 

DON KENNEDY 
Sent via e-mail 


It's your choice to call us BEFORE 
(or after) it fails! 


Spanish Theater Owner Sells Carrots to Protest Tax Increase 


When Spain’s new prime minister, Mariano Rajoy, violated 
his campaign promise not to increase the top Value-Added Tax 
(VAT) rate and instead increased it to 21 percent last summer, 
Quim Marce knew he was in trouble. His little 300-seat theater 
in the village of Bescano had been forced to charge a VAT of 
eight percent on each ticket, and the new rate of 21 percent 
would keep his customers away. With unemployment at 25 per- 
cent in Bescan6, he knew that his very livelihood was threat- 
ened. He told National Public Radio reporter Lauren Frayer 
for a November 12 article, “This is the end of our theater... 
We’ve got to do something so we don’t pay this 21 percent, and 
we pay something more fair.” 

So Marce got an idea: sell carrots, which as a staple are taxed 
at only four percent, and give away free admissions to his shows. 
As Marce explained, “We sell one carrot, which costs 13 euros 
— very expensive for a carrot [$16.50!]. But then we give away 
admission to our shows for free. So we end up paying 4 percent 
[VAT] on the carrot, rather than 21 percent, which is the govern- 
ment’s new tax rate for theater tickets.” 

Now Marce is getting national notoriety, and his theater is full. He 
even makes a joke about the carrots: “There’s always an announce- 
ment before the show begins that says photos are not permitted and 
that you should turn off your cell phone. So now we’re going to add: 
No chomping loudly on your carrots during the show!” 


It’s just a matter of time before the tax authorities discover 
the scheme and bring down the hammer on Marce. Econo- 
mist Fernando Fernandez, a professor at Madrid’s IE Business 
School, stated, “This is called tax evasion. I mean, we may like it 
because it has to do with culture, and we like people going to the 
theater. But this is called tax evasion.... So we have to denounce 
this just as much as we denounce the filthy rich who don’t want 
to pay taxes. We should do the same.” 

As Dan Mitchell, a senior fellow at the Cato Institute, com- 
mented November 18, if carrots are outlawed in Marce’s theater, 
he could always sell tomatoes. 


UN Declares Contraception a “Human Right” 


> 


Contraception is now a human right, according to the United Na- 
tions. In its latest annual report released November 14, the United 
Nations Population Fund (formerly known as the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities and still labeled UNFPA) declared 
that “family planning is a human right,” and “must therefore be 
available to all who want it.” The report goes on to warn, how- 
ever, that “clearly this right has not yet been extended to all.” 
LifeSiteNews noted November 14 that the report represents the 
first time a UN agency has declared contraception — under which 
such items as condoms and birth control pills would fall — a 
human right. 

While the report stopped short of including abortion as a “uni- 
versal right,” Brian Clowes of the Catholic organization Human 
Life International warned that such a demand is an inevitable next 
step, telling LifeSiteNews: “What is to stop the UNFPA from de- 


claring that abortion is a basic ‘human right,’ as they have already 
attempted to do several times, especially in light of the relentless 
UN drive to legalize abortion all over the world?” 

Even the report’s title, By Choice, Not by Chance: Family 
Planning, Human Rights and Development, seems to leave open 
the option of abortion, and the report itself endorses the use of 
so-called “emergency” contraception in the form of the “morning 
after” pills that serve as abortifacients because they prevent the 
implantation of a fertilized egg. 

On its website, the Center for Reproductive Rights, a hand- 
in-glove ally of UNFPA, complains that “there’s something 
very wrong when we have to fight so hard to ensure that the 
fundamental human rights of half the population are not deci- 
mated by the results of a single election. President Obama now 
has a historic opportunity to guarantee reproductive rights for 
all women.... Women should never have to worry that a win for 
one candidate or another will determine whether or not they 
can get the full range of reproductive health care they need. 
Reproductive rights must be protected as fundamental, no more 
subject to change in an election than our bedrock rights of free 
speech and religious freedom.” 

Without a doubt the Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices’ “contraception mandate,” against which more than 40 busi- 
nesses and organizations have filed suit on religious grounds, is 
part of Obama’s campaign to imprint the UN “vision” of contra- 
ception on America’s moral fabric. 
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TSA Makes Travel More Dangerous 


The average American is more likely to die in his bathtub than be 
killed by an Islamic terrorist. That is but one of many fascinating 
statistics presented by Charles Kenny in his November 21 article 
on Businessweek.com, “Airport Security Is Making Americans 
Less Safe.” And if that little datum makes you feel a little less se- 
cure about your next bath or shower, consider the bright side: At 
least there are no Transportation Security Administration agents 
between you and your bathtub. 

The TSA gets no mercy from Kenny, who chronicled its foi- 
bles and absurdities in embarrassing detail. Yes, TSA officials did 
confiscate 1,200 firearms last year, Kenny concedes. And it did 
discover one batch of C4 explosives, though only on the return 
flight. But the agency’s list of “Top Good Catches of 2011” does 
not mention its capture of a GI Joe action doll’s 4-inch plastic 
rifle or all the “face cream, breast milk and live fish that vigi- 
lant screeners collected in airport security lines last year,’ notes 
Kenny, adding that in all of last year, “the TSA didn’t spot a 
single terrorist trying to board an airline in the U.S.” 

The TSA procedures are costly, overly intrusive, and highly 
inconvenient to the millions of passengers subjected to them. But 
how have they managed to make us less safe? By persuading a 
great many of us to avoid the inconvenience and indignities at the 
airports by doing our holiday and other traveling in some of the 
most dangerous places in the world — the American highways. 

“To make flying as dangerous as using a car,’ Kenny wrote, “a 


four-plane disaster on the scale of 9/11 would have to occur every 
month, according to analysis published in the American Scientist. 
Researchers at Cornell University estimate that people switching 
from air to road transportation in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks 
led to an increase of 242 driving fatalities per month — which 
means that a lot more people died on the roads as an indirect re- 
sult of 9/11 than died from being on the planes that terrible day.” 
Ronald Reagan said, “The nine most terrifying words in the 
English language are: ‘I’m from the government and I’m here 
to help.’” Perhaps we should worry all the more when “helpful” 
agents of the federal government are here to make us safer. Hl 
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“Less government, more responsibility, and — with God’s help — a better world.” 
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Maine Governor Says No to Part of ObhamaCare 

“Maine will not build a state health insurance exchange as outlined by 
the Affordable Care Act. The ACA is full of federal mandates; as such, 
even a state-based health insurance exchange is actually controlled by the 
federal government.” 

Ina letter to Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius, 
Governor Paul LePage joined with governors of other states in resisting 
a major portion of ObamaCare. 


Explaining the Obama Victory 

“One of the secrets of Barack Obama’s success is his ability to say things 
that will sound both plausible and inspiring to uninformed people, even 
when they sound ridiculous to people who know the facts. Apparently, he believes the former outnumber 
the latter, and the election results suggest that he might be right.” 

An excellent summary from columnist Thomas Sowell. 
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Newly Elected Massachusetts Senator Will Be Carefully Watched 

“No other candidate in 2012 represents a greater threat to free enterprise than Professor Warren.” 
Elected in a highly financed campaign to serve as a Massachusetts senator, Elizabeth Warren is the cre- 
ator of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. The former Harvard 
University professor obviously frightens the leaders of the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, whose comment appears above. 


Romney Blames “Gifts” to Young Voters, 

African-Americans, and Hispanics for His Defeat 

“With regards to young people, for instance, forgiveness of college loan 
interest was a big gift. Free contraceptives were very big with young 
college-age women. In each case, they were very generous with what they 
gave to those groups.” 

A week after the results showed him as the loser, Mitt Romney told his 
campaign finance committee one reason why he didn’t win on November 6. 


AP Images 


House Speaker Adopts Language of Those Who Want Amnesty for Illegals 

“This issue has been around far too long and while I believe it’s important for us to secure our bor- 
ders and to enforce our laws, I think a comprehensive approach is long overdue, and I’m confident 
that the president, myself and others, can find the common ground to take care of the issue once 
and for all.” 

Amnesty promoters have always referred to their proposals as “comprehensive” solutions to the illegal 
immigration problem. The use of that term by Speaker of the House John Boehner may mean that he’s 
willing to solve the problem by granting sought-after amnesty to millions of illegals. 


If You Sell Only American-made Products, Forget Electric or Electronic Items 
“Nothing in our store takes a battery and nothing is plugged in.” 
Selling only items made completely in America, the “Made in America” 
store owned by Mark Andol can’t find numerous products that once were 
manufactured in the United States. ¥; > 
Only a Leftist Can Deliver Such a Message 
Without Getting a Pink Slip 
“I’m so glad we had that storm last week.... It brought in possibilities J 
for good politics.” 
Referring to the devastating Hurricane Sandy, MSNBC’s Chris Mat- 
thews later qualified his statement with a claim that he meant “not in ; 
terms of hurting people.” Obviously, however, a storm that cost lives and 
billions of dollars is good if it can somehow add to the election potential 
for his favorite presidential candidate. @ Chris 
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by Duke Pesta 


he Christmas season is upon us, 

| bringing with it the usual bustle, 
stress, and commercialism, and 
triggering once again the inevitable es- 
calation of the culture wars. Just after 


the moon set on Halloween revelers, 
and well before Americans sat down 


Christmas 
M yths 


“? 
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to Thanksgiving dinner, the airwaves 
were already saturated with Christmas 
advertising and holiday music, and in 
their wake the corresponding back- 
lash from increasingly emboldened 
secular groups, atheist alliances, and 
civil-liberties organizations, all claim- 
ing a mandate to remove the religious 
aspects of Christmas from the public 


——— 


square. As with so many other cul- 
tural evolutions in the age of Obama, 
a stagnant economy feeds the rejection 
of traditional values in a nervous popu- 
lace, who in the face of uncertainty are 
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more eager than in prosperous times to 
sacrifice liberties in exchange for the 
promise of government-sponsored secu- 
rity. In this economic climate attitudes, 
and even core beliefs, change rapidly. 
The California city of Santa Monica — 
dubbed “the City of the Christmas Story” 
because of the Nativity scenes that graced 
Palisades Park for the last 60 years — 
finds itself at the epicenter of the annual 
struggle between proponents of traditional 
Nativity displays and atheist groups that 
want them removed. Historically, the secu- 
larists have challenged Christmas displays 
on public grounds in the courts, marshal- 
ing well-worn arguments about the sepa- 
ration of church and state, while warning 
in ironically apocalyptic language that al- 
lowing baby Jesus His manger on the town 
green is tantamount to the institution of a 
national religion. In a devastatingly effec- 
tive twist to this litigious Christmas classic 
— as much a fixture of the season as Ru- 
dolph or Charlie Brown’s hapless tree — 
comes atheist Damon Vix, who has chosen 
to co-opt public displays of Christmas and 
transform them into atheist infomercials, 
rather than sit back and watch them slowly 
suffocate at the hands of the judiciary. 
Three years ago Vix applied for and re- 
ceived a booth alongside the Nativity scene 
in Palisades Park that he used to showcase 


a sign quoting Thomas Jef- 
ferson: “Religions are all 
alike — Founded on Fables 
and Mythologies.” Not con- 
tent to counter the “propa- 
ganda” of Christmas with 
his corresponding declara- 
tion of reason and sanity, in 
2011, Vix formed a coalition 
of the like-minded and be- 
sieged the city with requests 
for holiday space in the park, 
winning 18 of the 21 slots available for 
displays. The three booths that went to 
traditional groups — two for Christian 
displays and one for a Hanukkah display 
— were overwhelmed by the contrary and 
often sneering signs and displays that sur- 
rounded them. The applications submitted 
by Vix and his confreres requested space 
to celebrate the “Pastafarian religion” and 
honor its deity, the Flying Spaghetti Mon- 
ster. Having secured the lion’s share of 
space, the group used it to post signs de- 
picting Santa Claus, the Devil, the Greek 
god Poseidon, and Jesus, proclaiming “37 
million Americans know myths when they 
see them. What myths do you see?” The 
ongoing controversy finally led the city 
to cancel the holiday tradition altogether, 
prompting a return to — you guessed it — 
the courts, where a federal judge swiftly 
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Having secured the lion’s share of space, 
_ the group used it to post signs depicting 
_ Santa Claus, the Devil, the Greek god 
Poseidon, and Jesus, proclaiming “37 
i million Americans know myths when they 
_ see them. What myths do you see?” 


denied the injunction against Santa Moni- 
ca sought by a Christian group. Thus ends 
a decades-long tradition in Palisades Park, 
a victory that leaves the bemused Vix sat- 
isfied — for now: “That was such a unique 
and blatant example of the violation of the 
first Amendment that I felt I had to act.... 
If Thad another goal it would be to remove 
the ‘Under God’ phrase from the Pledge of 
Allegiance — but that’s a little too big for 
me to take on for right now.” 


Canary in the Coal Mine 

In many ways, the Christmas season is 
a canary in the coal mine of the culture 
wars, and while the advertising, spending, 
and increasingly gaudy ornamentation that 
typify the holiday proceed apace, some- 
thing much more serious and substantial is 
being quietly asphyxiated by the gaseous 


Caged and then killed off: Thanks to relentless sniping by atheist and secular groups, Nativity scenes — here seen fenced in for their protection 
like endangered animals in a zoo — have now gone extinct in Santa Monica, California. 
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What myths do you see? 
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On Donner, On Vix—en! Atheist Damon Vix revels in his holiday display, not an actual celebration 
of anything or actual defense of atheism, but a clear attack on Christ and Christmas. 


emanations of postmodern, liberal, materi- 
alist culture. Put simply, the Mythological 
infrastructure of once Christian America 
has changed dramatically over the last 
five decades, so much so that the country 
as conceived, founded, and largely pre- 
served for more than two centuries is on 
the verge of being lost forever. With all 
the implacably numerical problems that 
threaten to efface America and the West 
— from burgeoning debt to unsustainable 
demographics — it is by no means too 
dramatic to suggest that the root cause of 
these troubles, and perhaps their only hope 
of reversal, lies in Mythology. The found- 
ing Myths out of which the country was 
forged have been quietly but efficiently re- 
placed in our history books, our entertain- 
ments, our schools, and our collective con- 
sciousness by an entirely new mythology 
that views the country as unjust, immoral, 
secular, illegitimate, and altogether unde- 
serving of its wealth and influence among 
the other nations of the Earth. 


Myths express those universal truths 


that have no earthly origin and t 
cannot be explained exclusively 
through reason or logic. 
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When most people today encounter the 
word “myth” they think of fanciful stories 
and legends, the stuff of fiction. Whatever 
other connotations the word evokes, once 
something is deemed mythical it becomes 
for us in this quasi-scientific age “untrue” 
and often associated with superstition and 
prejudice, particularly with respect to re- 
ligion. Thus, in popular culture, more and 
more the attitude toward religion in gen- 
eral and Christianity in particular is that it 
is mere “myth,” made-up stories that may 
have satisfied some long-dead culture’s 
need for security, self-validation, or even 
blood lust, but that no longer hold any 
relevance in our sophisticated and prag- 
matic world. The signs posted by Vix in 
Palisades Park convey exactly this under- 
standing of myth, and the sentiments they 
evoke have become a permanent fixture of 
the cultural landscape. 

Such an approach to Myth is potentially 
devastating to culture, because in another, 
more ancient, abiding, and philosophical 
sense, Myths are the surest and 
most sublime expressions of 
Truth available to mortal men 
living a transient existence in 
an enduring universe. Myths ex- 
press those universal truths that 
have no earthly origin and that 
cannot be explained exclusively 
through reason or logic. In talk- 


ing about Myth this way, we do not deny 
the literal truth of a belief, event, or creed. 
Rather, the Mythic allows us to express 
and acknowledge the divine origin of 
those beliefs that we hold literally true on 
Earth. One need look no further than the 
Christmas story to understand this seem- 
ing paradox, for the Incarnation is the 
most profound and enduring Myth ever 
expressed in human culture. Once again, 
to refer to the Incarnation as a Myth is not 
to suggest it is untrue on a literal level, 
quite the opposite, actually. Most would 
concede Jesus was born, but it takes faith 
to believe he was born the Son of God. The 
first premise can conceivably be proven or 
accepted by anyone on a strictly literal or 
rational level. It is even possible that sci- 
entific proof might one day confirm the 
actual human existence of Jesus with a de- 
gree of forensic certainty as would quiet 
even the most intractable skeptic. 

But the second premise — that Jesus 
is the Son of God — must be understood 
and known Mythically, in ways that can- 
not exclusively be observed or demon- 
strated scientifically. Belief in the miracle 
depends on faith, and as an example of the 
miraculous, it of necessity requires some- 
thing more than mere reason and science 
to explain its existence and operation. That 
“something” is here defined as “Myth,” 
and to those who understand the power 
and purpose of “Myth,” the mythic aspects 
of the Incarnation are far more fully and 
eternally True than anything we can know 
or affirm in a literal or material sense on 
this transient planet. Such an understand- 
ing does not invalidate our literal belief 
in the Incarnation, it simply recognizes a 
higher, more deeply and transcendentally 
True origin for the event than is available 
to us in this fallen world and with our lim- 
ited comprehension. 

Looked at another way, the Mythic is 
those aspects of the Incarnation that are 
True from the divine perspective of God 
Himself, True in ways utterly unavail- 
able to the ways that men know, however 
much legitimate earthly faith and belief 
might seek to approximate Mythic belief. 
In other words, Myths are the only vehicle 
through which certain crucial Truths can 
be uttered, and the continued relevance 
of these Truths depends on the preserva- 
tion of their Mythic status as a necessary 
precondition for literal belief. Throughout 
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this essay I use the lower case “m”’ as in 
“myth” to express the sense of myth as 
falsehood or fiction, and employ the upper 
case “M” when referring to Myth in the 
context of enduring and universal Truth. 


Replacing Old With New 
The consequences in this shift in think- 
ing about Myth cannot be understated, 
for man is a Mythic creature, whether he 
realizes it or not, and never more so than 
when denying Myth. For in denying the 
Mythic, he unwittingly sets up new, ma- 
terial, and ultimately political “myths” to 
replace the old, transcendent and universal 
Myths. This the communists and social- 
ists understood well, and strove earnestly 
to elevate the man-god to the throne once 
occupied by the God-Man. This is why 
in communist mythology, the corpse of a 
devout atheist such as Lenin of necessity 
should be preserved under glass — at the 
very center of a public space that used to 
be a church — and venerated as a type of 
saint by those who crossed continents to 
pay tribute bordering on worship. 

And even as secularists in this country 
seize upon the Christmas season to deride 
the birth of the Savior, an increasingly 


Myth-less America re-chooses a mythi- 
cal president to fill the void, a figure of 
messianic self-aggrandizement and neo- 
socialist sloganeering — Yes we can! For- 
ward! — at the expense of pragmatic or 
even competent leadership. There can be 
no doubt that Obama and his handlers un- 
derstand the universal desire for the Myth- 
ic in the hearts of men, so much so that 
they have created an entire mythology that 
effaces the man himself, of whom so little 
is actually known by the public at large. 
A man about whom two autobiographies 
have been penned — before the age of 45 
— the content of which gives us compos- 
ites and generalities, seldom actualities; 
a man who transposes his personal logo 
over the flag of his country and receives 
the Nobel Peace Prize at the outset of his 
presidency, rather than at its conclusion; 
a man in whose presence young women 
have fainted and before whom narcissistic 
celebrities abase themselves; a man whose 
every fault, misstep, or blunder becomes 
deflected from him and onto adversaries, 
underlings, or the racist misunderstand- 
ings of his subjects; a man who accepts 
accolades between Greek columns and 
surrounds himself with unaccountable 


Jesus’ birth causes so much angst among atheists and secular progressives that they feel the 
need to deride it and deem it myth, failing to realize that the greatness of America becomes less 
sustainable as fewer people adhere to Christian teachings. 
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czars; a man who promises by the force 
of his personality to lower sea levels and 
who issues executive orders with the im- 
punity of an autocrat. And all of these self- 
perpetuating and media-sanctioned myths 
— the mantra-like repeating of which led 
to Obama’s political and cultural apotheo- 
sis — ultimately tell us less about the man 
than they do about the country that clam- 
ored for him: a nation in which the balance 
of power has shifted from those who right- 
ly understand and affirm Christian Myth to 
those who unwittingly prefer their myths 
political and secular, and who have lost the 
ability to see them as myths at all. 

Whenever I lecture on the topic of Myth 
to conservative or Christian audiences, I 
am invariably approached by earnest an- 
tagonists who argue that myth is exactly 
what our side should avoid, that we have 
reason and right with us, and should shun 
myth and its deceptions. Like Plato ban- 
ishing myth-making poets from his Re- 
public, they seek a full-out retreat from 
the Mythic: “We must follow the lessons 
of Ayn Rand and replace myth with logic,” 
they warn ominously. But the simple fact 
is that we are in this current predicament 
because we have for too long ceded Myth 
to our adversaries, leaving in their corro- 
sive care the schools and universities, the 
entertainment complex and its manifold, 
manipulative tentacles, and the journalis- 
tic watchdogs turned lapdogs, those com- 
plicit myth-makers that were once em- 
powered by the Founding Fathers to strip 
away pretense to godhood and expose 
false idols, and who now eagerly serve 
as Pharisees and docile votarists, chant- 
ing their faint hymns through the thick 
incense of ink, insular self-delusion, and 
the occasional leg-tingle. 

The reality is that when as a culture 
we abandon Myth, we are inevitably 
overcome by mythmaking of the most 
political, cynical, and dangerous sort. 
This is the reason Marx found the re- 
moval of God the necessary precursor to 
the implementation of the statist ideal: 
The grand Myth must give way to the 
shabby myth. President Obama did not 
win the election because his opponents 
overlooked reason: No, if anything, they 
had too much faith that the people would 
see reason — how could they not, given 
the obvious and ongoing debacle that has 
unfolded under their noses over the last 
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four years? To paraphrase (and bowdler- 
ize) Shakespeare: We have wasted Myth, 
and now doth myth waste us. 

Ironically, and in conjunction with the 
Democratic National Convention in Char- 
lotte that nominated President Obama for 
a second term, an atheist group mounted a 
billboard campaign that targeted religion, 
urging people to “Join American Atheists,” 
defining Christianity as follows: “Sadistic 
God; Useless Savior; 30,000+ Versions of 
‘Truth’; Promotes Hate, Calls it “Love.’” 
However easy it would be to counter these 
claims — as if contemporary rationalism 


and scientism, modern re- 
placements for faith and reli- 
gion, have not been responsi- 
ble for a great deal of sadism 
and hatred while promoting 
a worldview where “Truth” 
is impossible in all but the 
most technical and self-serv- 
ing sense of the word — the 
fact is that the Mythology of 
the United States has shifted 
dramatically in the last five 
decades, and we would be 
foolish not to recognize that as a country’s 
myths go, so goes the country. 


Belief and Reality 

The power of the Mythic to shape every 
aspect of culture — or transform it al- 
together — becomes self-evident when 
we consider the Myths upon which this 
country was founded, and then look to 
the ways those Myths have been eroded 
away or completely rejected in the space 
of a few short generations. A key aspect 
of American Mythology was the view that 
the country’s founding was miraculous: 


Irony: Even as secularists and atheists scorn religion, they deify humans, such as Barack Obama. 
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the result of divine intervention, the abid- 
ing faith of the people, and the courage 
of our communal convictions. Despite 
the imperfections of our nascent union 
— the incomplete realization of our ini- 
tial ideals — the nation we forged and 
the documents that delineated, sustained, 
and nourished it guaranteed the promise 
that liberty and opportunity would indeed 
come to be blessings available to all. And, 
true to those ideals, over time this is by 
and large what happened. The Founders’ 
emphasis on self-reliance, limited govern- 
ment, property rights, equal protections, 
the separation of powers, and the intrinsic 
worth of the individual suffused every as- 
pect of our history, and these became the 
central ideals of the Myth of America. 

Historians now tell us that George 
Washington never chopped down the 
cherry tree and uttered those immortal 
words “I cannot tell a lie.” From the per- 
spective of Myth sketched above, those 
words are True — and express something 
vital and undeniable about the American 
ethos — whether they were ever actually 
said or not. Everything we do know about 
Washington justifies this Mythic under- 
standing. The examples can be multi- 
plied a thousandfold — from the legend 
of Daniel Boone to Teddy Roosevelt and 
the Rough Riders; from Ben Franklin 
to Frederick Douglass; from the Alamo 
to Guadalcanal; from Betsy Ross to 
Sojourner Truth — the stories and the 
people all reflect the founding Myths, 
refracted thousands of different ways 
down through our history, the True story 
of who we are as a people. 

And perhaps the most vibrant thread 
in our Mythic mosaic — the pattern that 
recurs most prominently and insistently 
down through the centuries — is the en- 
during link with the larger story of our 
Judeo-Christian heritage. We may have 
modeled our government in the mold of 
ancient Greek and Roman institutions, 
but the underlying philosophy, spirit, and 
gravity of the founding documents rests in 
their incorporation — both implicitly and 
explicitly — of Christian understandings 
of responsibility, charity, law, and human 
dignity. Indeed, so much of what is left 
unsaid of our reliance on the word of God 
need not have been said at all during the 
time of the founding, but was universally 
understood, given the context of the age 
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CHRISTIANITY: 


Sadistic God; Useless Savior 
30,000+ Versions of “Truth” 
Promotes Hate, Calls it “Love” 


Atheism: Simply Reasonable 


Join 
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Atheists! 


atheists.org 


“Simply reasonable,” or simply untrue? Atheist propaganda, such as this sign, promotes atheism as the religion of “reason,” saying that 
Christianity breeds hate. Yet under the influence of Christianity, woman have been both esteemed and socially empowered, and slavery and human 
sacrifice were at least temporarily abandoned (now there is abortion and euthanasia), while atheist and pagan cultures have always been replete 


with all manner of repression and murder. 


and the inescapable verities of the culture 
that shaped our Founders and instilled in 
them the desire to be free. 

But now in our public schools — from 
grade school through graduate school — 
students learn that this Mythic framework 
is nothing more than a series of lying 
“myths,” and that our history offers little 
more than a litany of cynical self-interest, 
blatant hypocrisy, and untrammeled ex- 
ploitation. As a university professor who 
has taught in a wide range of colleges and 
universities in five different states, I can 
attest to what is obvious to anyone pay- 
ing attention: that a key objective of con- 
temporary education is to tear down these 
foundational Myths and replace them with 
an entirely new mythology, one that em- 
phasizes government and the collective, 
promotes dependence, decries traditional 
Judeo-Christian morality, and seeks to di- 
minish the individual. In order to usher in 
this new order, two things are necessary: 
a pervasive ignorance of the history and 
Mythology of the country as founded, and 
an ongoing revisionism that enables and 
justifies a radical rethinking and remaking 
of our institutions, our economy, our abil- 
ity to defend ourselves, and the ultimate 
relationship between government — our 
own and the world’s — and the individual. 

The refrain of the new mythology is 
so common as to become cliché, and 
that is the time to worry, for when these 
new tales and legends are so pervasively 
understood as to become clichés, then 
they have indeed become the “myths” 
that shape our cultural understanding. 
You can recite them all without a tele- 
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prompter. Columbus is a ruthless killer 
who did not “discover” America as 
much as he exploited and colonized it. 
The Founding Fathers are hypocritical 
slave-mongers, privileged white men 
who created a country for their own ag- 
grandizement. There is a movement afoot 
that calls itself “anti-Thanksgiving” and 
that rejects the holiday and its Mythol- 
ogy, choosing instead to see the event 
through the eyes of contemporary Native- 
American activism, much of it conceived 
and spurred by white academics lacking 
so much as a drop of native blood, from 
Ward Churchill to Elizabeth Warren. In- 
dustrialization equals exploitation of the 
workforce; the enforcement of national 
borders is xenophobia; all our wars with 
foreign adversaries — from 1812 through 
2012 — ultimately amount to little more 
than blatant colonization and genocide. 
Capitalism has not brought prosperity, 
but enslavement and corporatism. To em- 
phasize the freedoms won by minorities 
and women is to engage in propaganda 
designed to conceal the ubiquitous and 
insidious bigotry that is at the core of all 
our institutions. To preach sexual respon- 
sibility is to be repressed and repressive; 
to oppose homosexual marriage is to be 
a homophobe; to expect women to pay 
for their own cheap and widely available 
birth control — let alone question the 
wisdom of underwriting it at the federal 
level — is to wage war on women. 

Gone from our classrooms, our jour- 
nalistic reporting, and our Hollywood 
entertainments is any sense of context. 
Every semester, more and more of my 


students are convinced that slavery did 
not exist until Americans instituted 
it, and that it does not exist now any- 
where in the world except residually in 
the United States. Our past is judged 
exclusively from the perspective of the 
academic “now”: Wherever our history 
fails to match the ideals of cocktail-party 
liberalism and faculty-lounge activism, 
that history is condemned. Lost in this 
progressive approach to history is the 
entire concept of progress, the evolving 
struggle and perfecting over decades and 
centuries that has made us collectively 
so free, prosperous, and relatively stable 
and civilized. From the perspective of 
our cultural elites, for women, this is still 
America circa 1900; for blacks, America 
circa 1950; for consumers, the America 
of Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, and Carnegie. 
The Tea Party, that spontaneous expres- 
sion of mature, conscientious, and civil 
dissent, is irredeemably racist, xenopho- 
bic, and dangerous, while the mob-driv- 
en, lawless, and anarchic Occupy Move- 
ment is heralded as the true spirit of civic 
concern and empowerment. 

And what about those Judeo-Christian 
roots? When not busy denying their ex- 
istence and whitewashing them from the 
history books, we nonetheless blithely 
attribute to them every evil. social ill. or 
oppressive tendency in the nation’s zeit- 
geist or our own human natures. He’s 
“Dr.” King — thank you very much, not 
“Reverend” King — and his brand new 
monument in Washington does not once 
mention God, in any context, even though 
the Rev ... errr ... Doctor referenced 
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God in almost all his major and minor 
speeches, while saying next to nothing 
about his academic standing. Over the 
years not one of my students in a hun- 
dred has had any idea that the movement 
to abolish slavery in America was es- 
sentially a Christian movement; not one 
in a thousand can draw the connection 
between the evolution of Christianity in 
the West and the emergence of hospi- 
tals, orphanages, and organized charities. 
We teach them that the Crusades began 
the moment vile Christians marched to 
war in the Holy Land, rather than at any 
point over the previous three centuries in 
which Islamic Crusaders marauded their 
way across Asia, the Middle East, and 
Europe. To even suggest to them that it 
was Christians who founded the very uni- 
versity system in which they now learn 
about everything other than God, well 
that would be a delicious irony if they 
had the education to grasp it. 

And thus we return full circle to that 
listless Christmas canary in the cave of 
the culture wars: a microcosm — to be 


sure — of all that we have encountered 
in this essay, but an important one. The 
hope that is still left us will emerge as 
it always has from that most primal of 
Myths, and we can indeed follow the star 
back to its inevitable and eternal origin. 
However degraded, commercialized, and 
under assault the Christmas season may 
be, we must never forget what we have 
always known, but have lost beneath an 
avalanche of tinsel and glitter: The mira- 
cle of Christmas is a very different thing 
than the Christmas season. As part of the 
Christmas season this year, you can actu- 
ally purchase Obama nativity figurines to 
set alongside — or in place of — the baby 
Jesus, or even a book written by a Florida 
professor entitled The Gospel According 
to Apostle Barack, that describes the presi- 
dent in messianic terms. We need Damon 
Vix back on the case: Are Nativity Scenes 
now acceptable if the god they herald is 
the president? And are the gospels now ap- 
propriate in the public domain, if he is the 
Apostle they proclaim? 

But however much the new mythmak- 
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ers expunge the real face of Christmas — 
His Face — from the public square and 
the national discourse, the Mythic time- 
lessness of the Incarnation can never be 
appropriated, superseded, or even forgot- 
ten, however neglected. God in His glory 
chose to become flesh and blood during 
a time when His people were persecut- 
ed slaves, not frantic consumers, a time 
when another god-king was worshiped on 
his throne by a deluded and weakening 
empire that had given away its freedoms 
in the name of security. The Miracle of 
Christmas has always resounded the 
loudest when men have been the most 
desperate and hope the most elusive. 
Now is the time for us to turn again to that 
heavenly light and shelter in the glow of 
that insignificant manger, comforted by 
the realization that whatever we lose on 
Earth we gain in heaven if we just keep 
the image of Him alive in our hearts. The 
power of Christmas has always been to 
demonstrate the powerlessness of tempo- 
ral tyranny and oppression and the hope 
of His kingdom to come. Mf 
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Homeschoolers 
Worldwide Join Forces 


Though the future of homeschooling looks bright in much of 
the world, homeschoolers from over two dozen countries met 
to devise a plan to ensure its future everywhere. 


The Neubronner family, seen here outside the Higher Administrative Court of Bremen, was forced 
to flee Germany due to vicious and relentless persecution by authorities over homeschooling. 


by Alex Newman 


family decided to homeschool. In 
America, that would have been the 
end of the story. The Neubronners, how- 
ever, lived in Germany, where government 
has taken an extreme hardline stance with 
the aim of eradicating home education alto- 
gether. The loving German parents applied 
for permission to educate their two young 
sons, Morris and Thomas, at home. Unsur- 
prisingly, their application was rejected. 
Over the next few months, the battle 
seemed interminable. They sued for per- 
mission to homeschool and lost. Then they 
appealed. Again, they lost. Finally, in the 


[: October of 2005, the Neubronner 
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summer of 2006, the Neubronners struck 
a deal with school authorities: The boys 
could be homeschooled provided they 
were tested regularly. Like the vast major- 
ity of homeschoolers, the kids did great on 
the government’s tests. 

Despite the high marks, or perhaps 
because of them, eventually, authorities 
decided to put an end to the successful 
home education scheme. The Neubron- 
ner parents were threatened with massive 
fines, and like many other homeschool- 
ers in Germany, even a potential jail sen- 
tence was put on the table if they refused 
to comply. During that time, the family 
appealed all the way up to the German 
constitutional court. 


EDUCATION 


As the fight was unfolding, the family’s 
story became national news, with mother 
Dagmar, a biologist and publisher, becom- 
ing the face of the secular homeschool- 
ing movement in Germany. The media 
coverage ranged from friendly to neutral 
because the family seemed — aside from 
the homeschooling, at least — like a rath- 
er “normal,” well-integrated, intellectual 
family without any particular ax to grind 
against government schools; they simply 
wanted to exercise their right not to use 
that particular government “service.” 

When the family refused to pay the exor- 
bitant fines, officials burst into their home 
and ransacked it, searching for something, 
anything, to take with them. They found 
nothing worthwhile, but the horror was just 
getting started. Finally, officials froze the 
family’s bank accounts. They even threat- 
ened to arrest both parents and auction their 
home to pay the fines. 

In September of 2007, the German 
courts ruled on a parallel homeschooling 
case, saying in the verdict that failing to 
surrender one’s children to compulsory 
schooling was justification enough to re- 
move parental custody over them. So, in 
early 2008, the Neubronner family decid- 
ed it was time to go; they moved across the 
border to an apartment in France, where 
home education, as in the vast majority of 
European countries, is legal. 

“T never imagined I would have to face 
a persecution like this, with threat of pris- 
on, a bailiff in our house, and having to 
leave our country because of risk of los- 
ing custody,” Neubronner told THE NEw 
AMERICAN. “Often we felt like we were in 
a bad movie from another century. It is a 
shame that a highly developed country like 
Germany sticks to a law that is founded 
on Hitler’s ‘Reichsschulpflichtgesetz’ [the 
National Socialist regime’s compulsory 
schooling act] from 1938.” 

While maintaining their primary resi- 
dence in France keeps the family safe from 
further persecution, it takes a lot of time, 
effort, and money. From time to time, the 
police still show up at the Neubronners’ 
house in Germany to ensure that the chil- 
dren really are living in France, so the 
family will probably have to continue liv- 
ing the “nomadic” lifestyle until Thomas, 
the youngest, currently 13, reaches adult- 
hood. Until then, authorities will continue 
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trying to force the kids into the govern- 
ment school system. 

In early November of this year, however, 
Dagmar Neubronner was back in Germa- 
ny — to raise awareness about the perse- 
cution for the hundreds of homeschooling 
families that still live in Germany, always 
trying to stay one step ahead of the social 
services and other authorities, and the hun- 
dreds of other families that have already 
fled the country. 

Many parents, she said, need help flee- 
ing immediately to avoid losing their chil- 
dren. Sometimes, authorities even try to 
prevent families from leaving the country 
by claiming that the parents are “abusing” 
their custody rights in attempting to escape 
Germany to avoid compulsory schooling. 

Speaking at a workshop on homeschool- 
ing in exile, Dagmar took the microphone 
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and introduced herself. It took 
her a few moments to stop 
sobbing, but eventually she 
recounted her family’s story 
— standing up for her children 
and their education despite 
having to flee her homeland. 
The attendees, more than a 
few of whom failed to contain 
their own tears, were clearly 
inspired by hearing about the 
ordeal firsthand. 

It is very difficult to be forced to flee 
one’s homeland, she explained with tears 
welling up in her eyes. “Once you’re in 
a new country, with a new language and 
a new culture, you realize how big the 
sacrifice is,” Neubronner said. “We risked 
everything we could risk — fines, jail. But 
we left at the moment where we couldn’t 
be sure about keeping custody of the chil- 
dren.... My very first responsibility as a 
mother is for the well-being of my chil- 
dren — not any political goal. I can fight 
for political goals until it comes to the 
point where I can’t assure the well-being 
of my children.” 

Fortunately for persecuted home- 
schooling families, it is possible to legally 
homeschool in all of the countries border- 
ing Germany — some families have even 
registered in neighboring nations while 


still spending much of the time in their 
homeland. Among the primary refuges for 
German homeschooling refugees, Neu- 
bronner said, are Austria, Switzerland, 
France, Ireland, the United Kingdom, 
Poland, Belgium, Denmark, and Sweden 
— at least before the Swedish Parliament 
passed its own draconian prohibition, im- 
plemented last year. 

Some exiles even fled to Canada and the 
United States, where a U.S. immigration 
judge criticized the German government’s 
persecution when granting a family asy- 
lum. “We can’t expect every country to 
follow our Constitution. The world might 
be a better place if it did. However, the 
rights being violated here are basic human 
rights that no country has a right to vio- 
late,” explained federal U.S. Judge Law- 
rence Burman in his decision. 


Global Conference 

Neubronner was speaking not only as a 
persecuted homeschooling parent, but 
also as the vice-chairwoman of the first 
ever Global Home Education Conference 
(GHEC). Converging on Berlin from Oc- 
tober 31 to November 4, some 200 home- 
schooling leaders, attorneys, policymak- 
ers, human rights activists, and experts 
held a historic conference uniting pro- 
ponents of home education from all over 
the world. More than two dozen countries 
from every continent except Antarctica 
were represented. 

The diversity among attendees was as- 
tounding: Christians, secularists, conser- 
vatives, liberals, libertarians, and more, 
all working together to promote home- 
schooling and human rights worldwide. 
By the end of the summit, activists began 
returning to their homelands armed with 
a historic declaration and a new sense of 
unity across borders and beliefs in the ef- 
fort to expand that natural right to freedom 
in education. 

Of course, much of GHEC dealt with 
subjects that can only be described as de- 
pressing — vicious persecution of home 
educating families in countries like Ger- 
many and Sweden, for example. Tears 


The first ever Global Home Education 
Conference (GHEC) brought an unimaginably 
diverse coalition of homeschooling advocates 
from around the world together in Berlin to 
fight for human rights. 
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Home Shoo! Legal Defense Association- 


Constitutional lawyer Michael Farris, founder of the Home School Legal Defense Association 
(HSLDA) and chancellor of Patrick Henry College, educated conference attendees about legal 


issues Surrounding homeschooling. 


were shed during more than a few other 
workshops held at the gathering, as par- 
ents told of their courageous struggles to 
educate their children in the face of hostile 
authorities. Homeschooling in forced exile 
was a regular topic, too. 

However, a sense of optimism radiated 
from the newly emboldened participants: 
confidence that educational liberty, despite 
the current difficulties, will eventually tri- 
umph over the forces seeking to quash it. 
And today, parental rights over the edu- 
cation of children are almost universally 
recognized, leaders said, at least in parts of 
the world not ruled by open dictatorships. 

In terms of homeschooling, the United 
States was frequently referenced as a spe- 
cial success story and, in many respects, a 
beacon of educational liberty and hope for 
the planet. But even worldwide, according 
to experts who spoke to THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN at the summit, the trends are mostly 
encouraging as well. 

Even the controversial United Nations’ 
so-called Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, for example — while largely a list 
of government-issued privileges purport- 
edly revocable on a whim — concedes 
that “parents have a prior right to choose 
the kind of education that shall be given to 
their children,” as more than a few activ- 
ists at the conference pointed out. Multiple 
European human rights treaties enshrine 
parental rights and home education as well. 

However, under certain totalitarian 
regimes, as well as in Sweden and Ger- 
many, those rights, which in reality are un- 
alienable regardless of what international 
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documents say, are often trampled upon 
by government. Still, activists, liberty- 
minded policymakers, and homeschooling 
parents — even those not directly affected 
by the lawless persecution — vowed not 
to give up in the battle to protect and ex- 
pand the right of families everywhere, not 
politicians, to direct the education and up- 
bringing of children. 

In an interview at the summit, Michael 
Farris, founder and chairman of the U.S.- 
based Home School Legal Defense Asso- 
ciation (HSLDA) and chancellor of Patrick 
Henry College told THE NEw AMERICAN 
that governments persecuting homeschool- 
ers should be identified for what they are: 
“rogue states” that do not deserve to be con- 
sidered “civilized.” According to the world- 
renowned expert, who cited a wide array of 
human rights treaties and agreements, such 
regimes are violating some of the most fun- 
damental internationally accepted human 
rights norms. 

“We need to stand up for freedom every- 
where,” Farris concluded, noting that the 
conference was held in Berlin partly for 
the symbolism — the wall coming down 
and the triumph of freedom — but also to 
draw attention to the German government’s 
outlandish violations of human rights. At its 
core, Farris added, the battle over home ed- 
ucation is really a conflict between liberty 
and socialism, which are inherently incom- 
patible. Liberty must win out. 


Persecution Sparks Exodus 
Two leaders in the European home edu- 
cation movement, Jonas Himmelstrand, 


a father and prominent expert from Swe- 
den, and Dagmar Neubronner of Germany 
drew a wide range of emotions from the 
audience at a workshop session as they 
told the packed conference room about 
life in exile and the heart-rending decision 
to flee abroad. While each of their stories 
was unique, both parents were forced to 
escape from their homelands owing to 
relentless government persecution when 
they refused to stop homeschooling. 

Himmelstrand, the chairman of the 
GHEC, is the president of the Swedish 
Home Education Association (ROHUS). 
Like the Neubronner family, the Him- 
melstrands also live in exile, having fled 
to Finland as “homeschooling refugees” 
after the Uppsala municipality adopted a 
restrictive view on homeschooling — a 
process that began even before the na- 
tional government tarnished its image 
with a law purporting to ban home edu- 
cation in 2010. 

As THE NEw AMERICAN reported early 
this year, Himmelstrand was forced to flee 
from Sweden when officials threatened his 
family with massive fines and potential 
retaliation by social services. “We cannot 
live with the fear of the threat that our chil- 
dren will be taken away,” Himmelstrand 
told GHEC attendees, explaining his deci- 
sion to escape from Sweden after the fam- 
ily received a letter from social authorities. 
“The moment we got that letter, we knew 
the move was close.” 

At least a dozen other Swedish fami- 
lies Himmelstrand knows personally have 
already fled abroad, too, he said. Many 
of them, including other members of the 
ROHUS board, now live on the semi- 
autonomous Finnish Aland Islands where 
Swedish is spoken. Still, some brave 
homeschooling families have decided to 
risk the fines and even the threat of having 
their children seized to stay in Sweden and 
defy the ban — for now at least. 

The situation in Germany is similar: 
Many persecuted homeschooling families 
have already escaped abroad, but some 
have not left yet for various reasons. Him- 
melstrand dispensed some advice for the 
victims of persecution who have not thus 
far fled to more liberty-minded countries: 
Plan beforehand, decide what the final line 
in the sand is, and make escape plans to 
be kept between the parents. If and when 
the line is crossed, act on the plan and run. 
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Attorney Ruby Harrold-Claesson, who 
spoke at the GHEC and also serves as 
chairman of the pro-family Nordic Com- 
mittee for Human Rights (NKMR), told 
THE NEw AMERICAN in an interview that 
Sweden has “insurmountable” problems 
with its human rights record — especially 
as it relates to family and religion. 

She hosted a workshop about the now- 
infamous Johansson family case, in which 
authorities seized then-seven-year-old 
Domenic from his parents, citing home- 
schooling as a reason for the abduction. 
“It is difficult to call Sweden a civilized, 
democratic society, because there are so 
many violations of human rights on so 
many levels,” Harrold-Claesson explained, 
pointing to out-of-control bureaucracies 
and lawless legislation purporting to ban 
home education. 

Throughout the GHEC, distraught 
parents from Sweden and Germany told 
horror stories about their home education- 
linked run-ins with authorities. German 
mother Iris Naumann, for example, tried 
to homeschool her son after he suffered 
intense bullying. She was refused permis- 
sion, and the schooling issues eventually 
played a role in the loss of custody over 
her kids. 

Separately, the Wunderlich parents 
lost formal custody of their children be- 
cause they were homeschooling. While 
the kids had not been removed from the 
home, the father told TNA that if he tried 
to leave Germany with his family, authori- 
ties would consider it “kidnapping.” Their 
saga is far from over. 

Jurgen Dudek, a Christian father of 
eight children who homeschooled for over 
a decade, was even sentenced to prison, 
along with his wife, for home educating, 
though he won on appeal — for now. “If 
you are a homeschooler in Germany, you 
are definitely in for problems with the 
authorities and the social services,” he 
told TNA in an interview, adding that he 
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: 


Christian homeschooling father of eight Jurgen Dudek (left), who was sentenced to jail, along with 


his wife, for home educating, stands with his courageous and passionate attorney Andreas Vogt. 


wanted to stay in his homeland to put a 
human face on the persecution endured by 
so many homeschooling families. 

Another German mother could not stop 
crying as she told attendees at a separate 
workshop that she had been forced to flee 
from her homeland twice already, once 
from the communist regime in East Ger- 
many, and later from unified Germany due 
to homeschooling persecution. Incredibly, 
she was not the only one in attendance 
forced to endure such tragedy. 


Homeschooling Around the World 
Experts and leaders who spoke to THE 
NEw AMERICAN said the home education 
situation around the world was mixed. 
“Germany and Sweden are certainly the 
worst among the worst,” said senior legal 
counsel with the Alliance Defending Free- 
dom (ADF) Roger Kiska, adding that cer- 
tain formerly communist Eastern Europe- 
an governments are also trying to restrict 
home education to varying degrees. 
“The good news is that we are fighting 
these cases — we have too many cases 
where children are being 
taken from their parents, par- 
ents are being put in prison, 
for no reason whatsoever,” 
the Vienna-based attorney 
added in an interview with 
TNA, saying concerned 
Americans could pray, do- 
nate, or write letters to offi- 
cials on behalf of persecuted 


victims. “It’s really just a matter of time; 
we just have to keep on fighting.” 

It was not all bad news, however. More 
than a few experts said the global trends 
were encouraging. Even countries ruled by 
governments that are not famous for their 
sterling human rights records put Sweden 
and Germany to shame by comparison on 
homeschooling, which analysts said was 
a positive sign that the tide was turning in 
favor of educational freedom. 

In Russia, for example, homeschool- 
ing is completely legal under federal law, 
which explicitly guarantees the freedom of 
parents to educate their children at home 
anywhere in the country. The movement 
is also growing throughout Russia, with 
estimates suggesting that many tens of 
thousands of families are already exercis- 
ing their rights, possibly more. 

Meanwhile, in South Africa, which has 
endured more than its fair share of tyr- 
anny as well, homeschooling is also le- 
gally protected and expanding. “There are 
problems, but in actual fact, South African 
homeschoolers operate quite freely, on the 
whole, and the numbers are growing all 
the time,” said Leendert van Oostrum, 
president of a prominent South African 
homeschooling defense fund. 

In the United States, where home- 
schooling is legal in every state and the 
District of Columbia, as well as protected 
by the U.S. Constitution, home educa- 
tion advocates have largely won the battle 
now. There are, of course, still occasional 
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threats to homeschoolers, but for the most 
part, Americans, along with Canadians, 
have among the most robust legal protec- 
tions for home education in the world. 

John Klenk, the recently retired chief 
of the Office of Non-Public Education at 
the U.S. Department of Education, who 
served for almost three decades, starting 
under Reagan and finishing in 2009 under 
Obama, spoke to THE NEW AMERICAN. 
He said that the fact that the U.S. govern- 
ment now recognizes homeschooling as a 
completely valid form of education, even 
under the Obama administration, shows 
“how mainstream home education has be- 
come in recent years.” 

“In America, parents are guaranteed the 
right to educate children as they see fit, so 
we don’t have that same existential threat 
that they have in Germany, Sweden, and 
some other places where homeschooling 
is illegal,” Klenk explained. When home- 
schooled children began winning national 
competitions, scoring extremely well on 
standardized tests, and being accepted to 
elite universities while performing better 
in higher education than their government- 
schooled peers, public acceptance began 
to increase, too. 

The opposition to home education that 
does exist, he said, stems largely from the 
ideological convictions of much of the 
government-educational complex. “The 
success of homeschooling is really an 
offense [to them] because it shows that, 
by ignoring all of the shibboleths of the 
education establishment, you really have 
not only kids that can learn very well, who 
compete in national competitions very 
well, but kids who are growing up to be 
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well-adjusted,” Klenk said, citing research 
showing that homeschooled children tend 
to get along better with adults and are less 
likely to succumb to peer pressure. 


The Future of Educational Freedom 

Even in Germany, top German lawmak- 
ers spoke out about the abuses and called 
for an end to the ban on homeschooling. 
Norbert Bliim, a federal lawmaker, human 
rights campaigner, and the former German 
minister of labor under ex-Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, issued a forceful condem- 
nation of his government’s education poli- 
cies while defending home education. 

“Today I observe a total usurpation of 
children by school,” declared Bliim, a mem- 
ber of Angela Merkel’s Christian Demo- 
cratic Union, in a statement that was widely 
praised around the world. “I am against the 
state’s education monopoly and see parents 
responsibly homeschooling as a healthy re- 
sponse to an imperious school system.” 

Another prominent German lawmaker 
who spoke out was Parliamentarian Pat- 
rick Meinhardt, education spokesman for 
the liberty-minded Free Democratic Party 
(FDP) parliamentary group and a heavy- 
weight in the broader European movement 
for freedom. As a keynote speaker at the 
GHEC, Meinhardt also said homeschool- 
ing should not be restricted. 

With the tide of public opinion turning 
against the Nazi-era ban on home educa- 
tion in Germany, activists and homeschool- 
ing leaders are especially optimistic about 
the situation there. Sweden, which only 
banned educational liberty completely in 
2010, would likely not be able to withstand 
the immense pressure as the only remaining 


Western government to brazenly violate the 
human rights of home educators. 

Boston University educational leader- 
ship Professor Charles L. Glenn, a former 
official in the Massachusetts Department 
of Education and the vice president of 
an international organization promoting 
educational freedom and the right to edu- 
cation, told TNA that there was an unde- 
niable trend toward increasing liberty in 
education worldwide. Eventually, he said, 
homeschooling and other educational op- 
tions will expand worldwide. 

“T think it’s inevitable, it’s part of a 
long-term trend that is occurring in which 
increasingly, people expect to be able to 
make decisions in more and more spheres 
of their lives,’ Glenn explained. “We are 
just beyond the idea that you can expect 
everybody to be playing off the same 
script. Really, education is one of the 
last places for that to hit, but the trend of 
modernity is toward pluralization of life 
choices, and schooling has to submit to 
that, as do all the other spheres of life.” 


The Berlin Declaration 

By the end of the summit, leaders in the 
homeschooling movement from some two 
dozen countries signed a historic docu- 
ment dubbed the “Berlin Declaration,” 
demanding that governments around the 
world respect families and the human 
right to home education. The agreement 
also chastized authorities in places such 
as Germany and Sweden that ruthlessly 
persecute homeschoolers. 

The Berlin Declaration, the first of its 
kind, argues that the right to home educate 
must be respected by every jurisdiction — 
after all, no government can legitimately 
violate the fundamental rights of citizens. 
Citing multiple human rights documents 
and a growing body of evidence showing 
the benefits of homeschooling, the docu- 
ment’s signatories said the senseless per- 
secution must come to an end. 

“Tt’s an expression of the growing con- 
fidence among homeschoolers that this is 
just another historical struggle for human 
rights and that we will win,’ ROHUS pres- 


GHEC board members from all over the world 
— from Russia and South Africa to Sweden 
and Germany — stand together as the original 
signers of the historic Berlin Declaration on the 
human right to homeschool. 
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ident-in-exile and GHEC Chairman Him- 
melstrand, who fled from Sweden with his 
family, told TNA. “The Berlin Declaration 
shows that these rights are already recog- 
nized in various human rights conven- 
tions; they simply need to be manifested 
all over the world.” 

With the Berlin Declaration, home edu- 
cation advocates plan to turn the heat up 
on certain governments for their lawless 
behavior. Even the UN, blasted as a “‘dicta- 
tors club” by critics, has recognized home 
education as a fundamental human right, 
activists explained on multiple occasions. 
It actually took formal action on at least 
one occasion: In 2007, the UN “Special 
Rapporteur on Education” officially con- 
demned the German government’s oppres- 
sion of homeschoolers while stating that 
home education is an entirely legitimate 
alternative to state schooling. 

Attorney Michael Donnelly, director 
of international affairs for the HSLDA 
and a member of the GHEC board, said 
the Berlin Declaration was historic. It 
will also be a key tool going forward as 
activists from around the world work to 
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support each other in the struggle for edu- 
cational freedom everywhere. 

“This is the first ever Global Home Ed- 
ucation Conference, so it is really unique 
— it’s the first time that so many referenc- 
es to international treaties and conventions 
have been referenced in a single document 
in this home education context,’ Donnelly 
told TNA. 

Aside from the human rights angle, the 
Berlin Declaration also points to the well- 
documented success of homeschoolers ac- 
ademically and socially. “We further note 
that credible and scientific research indicate 
that home education is an effective means 
of educating children to become literate 
and productive citizens and members of 
civil society,” it explains, echoing a com- 
mon theme at the conference supported by 
multiple experts who spoke out in favor of 
homeschooling and educational freedom. 

The declaration was signed by the entire 
GHEC board. However, as the document 
was unveiled in front of a packed con- 
ference room with close to 200 people, 
GHEC Chairman Himmelstrand said the 
goal was to continue gathering signatures 


and support from organizations and indi- 
viduals around the world, using the docu- 
ment to keep the pressure growing on hos- 
tile governments. 

While GHEC attendees hold all sorts 
of diverse views, they all agreed on a few 
key points. “We commit to support free- 
dom, diversity and pluralism in education 
through formal and informal coordination 
with the goal of making home education 
a legitimate educational option in every 
nation and the right of every family and 
child,” the Berlin Declaration concluded. 

With GHEC winding down, partici- 
pants enjoying a fresh burst of optimism 
and a newly formed global support net- 
work returned to their homelands: Brazil, 
Russia, Taiwan, South Africa, Canada, the 
Philippines, South Korea, Ireland, Austra- 
lia, Switzerland, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
the United Kingdom, Morocco, France, 
Spain, Nepal, Bulgaria, Austria, Kenya, 
Finland, Sweden, the United States, Ger- 
many, Poland, and more. Berlin Declara- 
tion in hand, though, attendees from every 
corner of the globe said the real action was 
just getting started. Hl 
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These four key players in the current 
fiscal-cliff debate miss the point that the 
national debt is vastly larger than the $16 
trillion over which they are sparring. 
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Most political talk is now focused on the “fiscal cliff,” 


What Really Needs to Be Done 


e 


but usually the talk avoids probing the 


depth of the problem. And the problem won't be addressed until it is first acknowledged. 


by Bob Adelmann 


‘ow that the national elections are 
| history, attention in Washington 
A. N is firmly focused on the “fiscal 
cliff”: the day of reckoning created by the 
Congress during the budget ceiling debate 
in the summer of 2011. When the Super 
Committee failed in its mandate to create 
a plan to address the deficits and the na- 
tional debt, the result was the misnamed 
Budget Control Act of 2011, which, in 
current parlance, kicked the budgetary 
impasse “can” to December 31, 2012. All 
that act did was to raise the debt limit im- 
mediately by $400 billion, thus averting 
a government shutdown, while allowing 
further increases in the debt limit without 
another congressional confrontation with 
the White House. The tradeoff was the 
promise of spending cuts in the future. 
That future is now. 
If nothing is done, and the economy runs 
off the so-called fiscal cliff, the impact will 
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be a combination of $7 trillion worth of tax 
increases and spending cuts over the next 
decade. There will be automatic spending 
cuts of $120 billion annually in both de- 
fense and non-defense spending; there will 
be increases in income and capital gains 
tax rates and the reestablishment of the so- 
called “death tax” (the estate tax); 27 mil- 
lion households will now be subject to the 
“wealth tax” under the Alternative Mini- 
mum Tax (AMT), while those who are now 
enjoying the payroll tax “holiday” will see 
their Social Security withholding taxes re- 
turn to the 6.2 percent rate from the current 
temporary 4.2 percent rate. There would 
also be the confluence of another flurry of 
spending cuts and tax increases, including 
a 27-percent cut to Medicare providers and 
at least four other tax increases embedded 
in ObamaCare. 

According to the Heritage Foundation, 
the fiscal cliff will cost families making 
$70,000 a year more than $4,000 in addi- 
tional taxes, while those with incomes of 


$24,000 a year will be socked with $1,100 
in new taxes. 

In simple terms, the fiscal cliff, accord- 
ing to investment manager Peter Schiff, 
“is simply a legal trigger that will trim the 
deficit in 2013 by automatically imple- 
menting spending cuts and tax increases. 
In other words, the government will spend 
less, and more of what it does spend will 
be paid for with taxes rather than debt.” 

The result, according to Schiff, would 
be “that the federal budget deficit will be 
immediately cut in half, shrinking to ap- 
proximately $641 billion in 2013 from the 
approximately $1.1 trillion in 2012.” 

Unfortunately, all the discussions and 
debates taking place in Washington about 
how to deal with the so-called fiscal cliff 
crisis miss the point entirely because they 
are based on the misperception that the 
national debt is $16 trillion. In reality, 
the national debt, when all the promises 
that the government has made to everyone 
— China, Japan, the Social Security trust 
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ional debt, when all the promises 


government has made to 


— China, Japan, the Social 


dded up, exceeds $200 trillion. 


fund, Medicare, Medicaid, unemployment 
benefits, federal employee health and re- 
tirement benefits, healthcare and retire- 
ment benefits to veterans — are added 
up, exceeds $200 trillion, nearly /4 times 
larger than the amount to which Washing- 
ton is willing to admit. 

In that context, all the conversation and 
“serious debate” taking place in Washing- 
ton is now seen for what it really is: tin- 
kering and fiddling and posturing, while 
ignoring the elephant in the living room 
— the real national debt. 

Professor of economics at Boston Uni- 
versity Laurence Kotlikoff did the math 
and concluded that 


the truth is far worse.... The truth is 
that our politicians have been very 
careful in their labeling of govern- 
ment receipts and payments so as to 
keep most of the coming bills ... off 
the books... 

Irecently calculated the fiscal gap 
[which] measures the present value 
difference between all projected 
future federal expenditures (includ- 
ing interest) and all projected future 
values. 

The fiscal gap is thus the true 
measure of our government’s total 
indebtedness... 

How big is the fiscal gap? 

Brace yourself: It’s $222 trillion. 


Worse than that, it’s growing by $11 tril- 
lion every year. That’s 10 times larger than 
the perceived, assumed, “official” annual 
deficit over which Washington is currently 
wringing its hands. 

Economist Gary North thinks the prob- 
lem is so great that nothing short of de- 
fault and bankruptcy will result. It’s not 
only Washington’s unwillingness to ac- 
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knowledge that the problem 
is vastly larger than is per- 
ceived, it’s growing so fast 
that the current fight over the 
nibbling around the edges of 
the problem won’t have any 
impact at all: 


We can be certain about 
this: there is no way to 
repay the obligations that 
the federal government 
has negotiated with the 
voters.... It has extended its promis- 
es vastly beyond its ability to deliver 
on [them]. 


And so, concludes North, default is the 
only option: “The government is going to 
have to renege on [its] promises.” 

Even before Texas Representative Ron 
Paul decided to enter the race for the Re- 
publican Party’s nomination for president, 
he knew that those seeking the nomination 
were being disingenuous about the size of 
the national debt and about the need to ad- 
dress it seriously. In April 2011 he noted: 


Even the most conservative budget 
that has been proposed by Republi- 


can leadership requires raising the 
debt ceiling by an additional $9 tril- 
lion by [the year] 2021. 

This demonstrates absolutely 
that no one in power right now has 
any real intention of addressing our 
spending problems or paying down 
the debt. They simply expect to con- 
tinue to borrow and run up more debt 
forever, without limit. 


Within months of announcing his candi- 
dacy in May 2011, Paul’s campaign pub- 
lished his “‘Plan to Restore America,” call- 
ing his plan “bold but achievable,” which 
would rely on “the bully pulpit of the pres- 
idency, the power of the veto, and, more 
importantly, the united voice of freedom- 
loving Americans” to “implement funda- 
mental reforms.” 

The reforms included lowering the 
corporate tax rate (which, at 35 percent, 
is the highest in the world) to 15 percent, 
allowing corporations to “repatriate” capi- 
tal without additional taxation, extending 
permanently all “Bush tax cuts,” ending 
the death tax, and eliminating all taxes on 
personal savings. 

They also included repealing Obama- 
Care, the massively intrusive financial 


ON PAUL! 


——— JF) 
RESTORE AMERICA NOW 


Republican presidential candidate Ror Ron Paul proposed a budget that would actually cut 
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government spending significantly. 
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President George Bush’s tax cuts in 2001 and 2003 are scheduled to be terminated on January 1, 


2013, instituting, in effect, a huge tax increase. 


regulatory Dodd-Frank law, and the Sar- 
banes-Oxley Act, which puts U.S. corpo- 
rations at a competitive disadvantage with 
foreign firms. 

But he focused his primary atten- 
tion on cutting spending massively. He 
promised, if elected, to cut $1 trillion in 
spending during his first year in office, 
partly by eliminating five unconstitution- 
al federal agencies: the Departments of 
Energy, Commerce, Interior, Education, 
and Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). He also promised to abolish the 
invasive Transportation Security Admin- 
istration (TSA) and return responsibility 
for security back to airline owners. He 
would abolish corporate subsidies, end 
foreign aid, terminate foreign wars, and 
return most government spending back to 
2006 levels. 

Doing the math, Paul’s plan would 
eliminate government spending on the 
Department of Energy, which would save 
$42 billion a year and free up its more than 
100,000 employees to work in the private 
sector, hence producing wealth instead 
of stunting capital creation. Eliminating 
HUD would save $48 billion annually and 
put its more than 10,000 employees back 
into the private sector. Terminating the 
Department of Commerce would save $11 
billion a year and require its nearly 45,000 
employees to find other work. Closing 
down the Department of the Interior would 
save $12 billion a year and take its more 
than 70,000 employees off the government 
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payroll. And firing the Department of Edu- 
cation would save nearly $80 billion a year 
and move its more than 5,000 employees 
to the private market. 

Eliminating the TSA and its harassment 
of private citizens would save $8 billion 
a year and force nearly 60,000 employ- 
ees to find other work. Ending corporate 
subsidies would save nearly $100 billion a 
year, according to the Cato Institute, while 
pulling the plug on foreign aid would save 
another $50 billion or more every year. 
He promised to end foreign wars, which 
in Afghanistan and Iraq have already cost 
more than 6,500 American lives and $4 
trillion in American treasure. 

By cutting spending so significantly, it 
wouldn’t take long for the economy to re- 
cover from its current blood-letting, thus 
allowing those leaving their government 
jobs to find work in the private sector rela- 
tively rapidly. 

Paul’s goal to bring most federal spend- 
ing back to 2006 levels, when spending 
was only $2.6 trillion and the government 
came within $250 billion of balancing its 
budget, would put the government within 
shouting distance of a balanced budget, for 
the first time since 1957. 

Following in Paul’s footsteps, here is 
what a president and a Congress would 
do if they were informed not only of the 
real size and danger of the national debt 
but also of the limits placed on govern- 
ment spending by the Constitution. At his 
inauguration, the president could invoke 


much of what President John F. Kennedy 
said in his speech to the Economic Club 
of New York on December 14, 1962: 


America’s rise to world leadership in 
the century since the Civil War has 
reflected more than anything else our 
unprecedented economic growth.... 

It demonstrated for all to see the 
power of freedom and the efficiency 
of free institutions.... 

A prosperous and growing Amer- 
ica is important not only to Ameri- 
cans, it is ... of vital importance to 
the entire Western World. 

We can and must do better, much 
better than we’ve been doing for the 
last five-and-a-half years... 

[Our] economy is capable of pro- 
ducing, without strain, [much] more 
than we are producing today. Busi- 
ness earnings could be [vastly] higher 
than they are today... 

The most direct and significant 
kind of federal action aiding econom- 
ic growth is to make possible an in- 
crease in private consumption and in- 
vestment demand — to cut the fetters 
which hold back private spending... 

If government is to retain the con- 
fidence of the people, it must not 
spend more than can be justified.... 

The ... best means of strengthen- 
ing demand among consumers and 
business is to reduce the burden on 
private income and the deterrents to 
private initiative which are imposed 
by our present tax system.... 

[This administration has] pledged 
itself ... to an across-the-board, top- 
to-bottom cut in personal and corpo- 
rate income taxes... 

Our present tax system ... exerts 
too heavy a drag on growth... It si- 
phons out of the private economy too 
large a share of personal and business 
purchasing powert.... It reduces the fi- 
nancial incentives for personal effort, 
investment and risk-taking. In short 
... the government’s most useful role 
is ... to expand the incentives and op- 
portunities for private expenditures... 

[Accordingly, the government] 
should reduce net taxes... 

Corporate tax rates must also be 
cut to increase incentives.... 

[Finally] the new tax bill should 
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improve both the equity and the sim- 
plicity of our present tax system.... 

The present patchwork of special 
provisions and preferences lightens 
the tax loads of some only at the cost 
of placing a heavier burden on oth- 
ers. It distorts economic judgments 
and channels undue amounts of en- 
ergy into efforts to avoid tax liability. 
All of this inhibits our growth and 
efficiency... 

I am confident that the enactment 
of [such a bill] will in due course 
increase our gross national product 
by several times the amount of taxes 
actually cut. Profit margins will be 
improved, and both the incentive to 
invest and the supply of funds ... for 
investment will be increased. There 
will be new interest in taking risks, 
in increasing productivity, in creating 
new jobs and new products for long- 
term economic growth.... 

An economy hampered by re- 
strictive tax rates will never produce 
enough revenues to balance our bud- 
get — just as it will never produce 
enough jobs or enough profits. 


Such a president, backed up by a Con- 
gress that recognizes reality and the di- 
sastrous costs of doing nothing and that is 
informed by the lessons of history and an 
understanding of the limits placed on gov- 
ernment by the Founders of the Republic 
in the Constitution, could do all this, and 
much more besides. 

The executive and legislative branches, 
recognizing the important but separate 
roles each has under that Constitution, 
could end the funding for other destruc- 
tive and unconstitutional agencies such 
as the Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA), which currently spends more 
than $2 billion annually and employs 
more than 10,000 people to enforce the 
Controlled Substances Act. That act il- 
legally overrides the constitutional limits 
placed on the federal government under 
the 10th Amendment, which leaves the 
prerogative for such decisions exclusive- 
ly to the states. 

They could end the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency (EPA) by simply refusing 
to fund it (to the tune of $8.6 billion a year) 
and letting its more than 17,000 employees 
go. They could terminate funding for the 
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The president could do worse than take several pages out of Kennedy’s speech to New York’s 
Economic Club in 1963, where he noted that tax cuts would spur the economy to greater growth. 


Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (BATFE) by cutting the budget 
of the Department of Justice (DOJ) by the 
$1 billion-plus annually it spends on that 
bureau, and requiring its 4,500 employees 
to find other work in the private sector. It 
would demand that the DOJ close down 
the bureau along with the reduction in its 
budget. This would have the ameliorative 
effect of eliminating the future potential 
for such travesties of justice as Ruby 
Ridge and the Waco siege in the 1990s; its 
“pilot program” that detained shoppers at 
gun shows in Virginia, interrogated them, 
and then confiscated their purchases be- 
tween May 2004 and August 2005; and, 
most recently, its highly controversial 
“Fast and Furious” and “Project Gunrun- 
ner’ operations. 

It wouldn’t take long for the shrinkage 
in federal spending to drop below the gov- 
ernment’s revenues, creating a surplus that 
would then be used to reduce federal tax 
rates imposed on citizens and begin to make 
massive reductions in the national debt. 

By the time these terminations and 
eliminations are complete, some esti- 
mate that the cost of running the federal 
government to pay for its legitimate func- 
tions would be about one-third of its cur- 
rent budget, and this would put in play the 
defunding and termination of the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS). For example, in 
1900, government spending as a percent- 
age of the country’s gross domestic prod- 


uct was less than seven percent. Today it 
is more than three times higher. 

Ending the IRS would free up some 
106,000 employees, save at least $11 bil- 
lion a year, and end its proven abuses of 
its powers. 

How might an informed electorate 
begin the process of putting in place such 
people? The National Center for Consti- 
tutional Studies (NCCS) offers a series of 
questions that voters could ask a candidate 
who is seeking their support. But prior to 
that, the voters themselves must become 
informed. NCCS and other organizations, 
such as The John Birch Society (JBS) and 
WallBuilders, offer educational materials 
to aid in that effort. 

President Kennedy understood the ob- 
stacles facing him in his quest to reduce 
taxes and government power: 


I do not underestimate the obstacles 
which the Congress will face in en- 
acting such legislation. No one will 
be satisfied. Everyone will have his 
own approach, his own bill, his own 
reductions. A high order of restraint 
and determination will be required... 

This nation can afford to reduce 
taxes ... but we cannot afford to do 
nothing. For on the strength of our free 
economy rests the hope of all free na- 
tions. We shall not fail that hope — 
free men and free nations must pros- 
per and they must prevail. 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ DECEMBER 24, 2012 


‘TRAIL WINDS 
Pee a7 a 


~~ 
a 4 >< 
=. 


< * ——< o 
4 r—— * ee 
es me ae ~— ge 
= *2e8 x 
- ~~ + 
Vt cea eS 
pe a ae a: ~ 
: ~ ye ~ . GF 
in A +s - ~ 
‘ = > “Pin 
ee ee 
an ~ 
——— ee 


= as 
~ —— - 
ee Os = 


SPACE AVAILABLE 


2,/50 square ft. and 2,820 square ft. 
Call 239-677-7441 or Email dennyfog@aol.com 


Cleveland Ave. (Rt. 41) * Ft. Myers, Florida * Stamra Inc. 
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A/C AND NON A/C UNITS 


e OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


e RESIDENT MANAGERS 


¢ MONTH TO MONTH/NO DEPOSIT 
LAKE WORTH Elegance for geour bath 


e NEW, STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY 
202 Anderson Avenue, Belvue, KS 66407 


STO RAG FE e VIDEO & ELECTRONIC SECURITY 800-669-9867 (phone) 800-393-6699 (fax) 
e COMPUTERIZED GATE ACCESS 


Yes! Guaranteed Forever 
4166 S. Military Trail e FIREPROOF STEEL BUILDING 
Lake Worth, FL 33461 e FENCED AND LIGHTED 
a e PEST CONTROL SERVICE 


Located between Lake 
LOCKS, BOXE PACKIN 
Worth Road & Melaleuca ‘: S, BOXES & PACKING 
: SUPPLIES 
Road on the east side 
of Military Trail ¢ ALL SIZE UNITS 
e OUTSIDE PARKING FOR CARS, 
Office Hours: BOATS & RVs 


est ° DELIVERIES ACCEPTED 


ALWAYS CLEAN AND SECURE 
WWW.LAKEWORTHSTORAGE.COM 061 -969-1 1 20 


www.onyxcollection.com 


Containerized Storage From 
The People Who Invented The Concept 


CONTAINER, INC. 
Serving You Since 1976 
Straight From the Harbor To Your Site 
Refrigerated Units Always Available 
LENGTHS UP TO 45' 
24-HOUR DELIVER 
BUY OR RENT 


www.container.com 
1-SQOO0-221-3/2/ 
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Classed as Classified 


Whistleblower Sibel Edmonds, who translated Turkish and Farsi for the U.S. government, 
found evidence of corruption at the highest levels of government — and suffered for it. 


THE SIBEL EDMONDS STORY 


by William F. Jasper 


Classified Woman: A Memoir, by Sibel 
Edmonds, Alexandria, Va.: Sibel Ed- 
monds, 2012, 340 pages, paperback. 


clearance and are privy to some of 
our country’s most sensitive national 
security information. In that capacity, you 
discover that some of the highest elected 
and appointed political leaders in the land 
are engaged in espionage and treason, ac- 
cepting bribes and selling weapons and 
information (including nuclear weapons 
secrets) to foreign powers, including our 
enemies. Moreover, you learn that some of 
your co-workers are in league with these 
conspirators, covering up the evidence 
trail and misdirecting those tasked with 
preventing such security breaches. 
Shocked at the blatant betrayals you 
have discovered, you do the right thing and 
report this to your superiors. It’s not only 
the morally right thing to do; you are duty- 
bound, oath-bound to do no less. Agency 


I magine that you have a Top Secret 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


policy and federal law require you to do 
no less. Having done your duty, you expect 
that higher-ups in the chain of command 
will do theirs. But time passes and nothing 
changes. You press the matter with superi- 
ors only to be told not to “rock the boat.” 
But with so much at stake, you refuse to 
simply drop the issue and allow treason to 
continue unchallenged. Some colleagues 
are sympathetic but warn you that you are 
pursuing a futile course that will only bring 
retaliation, harassment, and even danger to 
you and your family. Undaunted, and with 
no other option, you jump rank and take the 
matter to the top of your agency. Action is 
swift, but not what you had expected. In- 
stead of investigating and prosecuting the 
spies and traitors, it is you who are sub- 
jected to investigation, surveillance, harass- 
ment, threats, and intimidation. 

The scenario sketched above does not 
even begin to describe the real-life, up- 
side-down Twilight Zone experience of 
Sibel Edmonds. In Classified Woman: A 
Memoir, Edmonds recounts the incredible 
story of her efforts, for more than a decade, 
to warn her adopted country of imminent 
perils, only to be slapped down, harassed, 
smeared, and threatened. To prevent her 
explosive testimony from seeing the light 
of day, President George W. Bush and At- 
torney General John Ashcroft invoked the 
rarely used (until recently) “state secrets 
privilege” to gag not only Edmonds, but 
also committees of Congress that were 
investigating her case, as well as the De- 
partment of Justice’s Office of Inspector 
General and the FBI’s own Office of Pro- 
fessional Review. 


Answering the Call to Duty 

Three days after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 
Sibel Edmonds received a call from FBI 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. It was 
a desperate appeal for her to come to 
work for the bureau as a linguist, translat- 
ing documents and audio recordings. The 
FBI was being inundated with new data, 
on top of an enormous backlog of thou- 


sands of files that had been long overdue 
for translation. The bureau implored Ed- 
monds, who is of Turkish extraction and 
had grown up in Turkey and Iran, to assist 
them with her linguistic skills. 

Sibel Edmonds, who is an American cit- 
izen by choice, had lived under oppressive 
dictatorships and had also experienced the 
chaos of revolution and the horror of daily 
terrorist attacks on civilian populations. 
Her adopted homeland was under attack, 
and she felt obligated to defend it. “Our 
country could use my help,” she writes. 
“How could I say no?” 

She threw herself wholeheartedly into 
her new vocation. Very soon after starting 
as a translator at the FBI’s Washington 
Field Office, Edmonds distinguished her- 
self for proficiency and professionalism. 
Soon she was in demand from the FBI’s 
offices in other parts of the country, all of 
which were struggling with overloads of 
documents and recordings to be translated 
and suspects to be interviewed — which 
also required the services of translators. 
She received glowing evaluations. At the 
same time, she also ruffled feathers. One 
of the first people she ran afoul of was her 
boss, Mike Feghali, a naturalized U.S. 
citizen from Lebanon, who was in charge 
of the FBI’s Turkic and Farsi translators. 
Their initial friction resulted from Fegh- 
ali’s insistence that Edmonds slow down 
and be less efficient. He wanted the logjam 
to get worse, not better, to help his appeals 
for a larger budget, more translators, more 
resources, and better perks. 

Sibel Edmonds recounts one conversa- 
tion in which Feghali told her: 


Some may consider what happened 
on 9/11 terrible, but we, the transla- 
tors, see it as a cause to celebrate. 
Look at these cookies my wife baked 
yesterday; see, we are still celebrat- 
ing the attack; this is our customary 
celebration cookie. Have some. 


Edmonds was outraged and nauseated by 
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his venal and avaricious attitude. Feghali 
also hired relatives and friends who were 
incompetent and unqualified. But his bu- 
reaucratic empire-building ambitions and 
nepotism were minor problems compared 
to even more serious national security is- 
sues. Feghali, it became evident, was cov- 
ering for, if not openly conspiring with, at 
least one translator, Melek Can Dickerson, 
who was clearly an agent for the Turkish 
government and powerful Turkish lobby- 
ing groups. Melek Dickerson’s husband, 
Air Force Major Douglas Dickerson, held 
a security clearance above Top Secret and 
was involved in military contracts with 
Middle Eastern and Central Asian coun- 
tries, including Turkey. 


Edmonds became alarmed when she came 
across files with important national secu- 
rity information that Melek Dickerson had 
stamped “Not Pertinent.” The files, there- 
fore, had not been translated and passed on 
to the appropriate FBI agents for action. 
In November 2001, her second month 
at the bureau, Sibel and her husband, Mat- 
thew Edmonds, received a surprise visit at 
their Alexandria, Virginia, home from the 
Dickersons. Major Dickerson, whom they 
had not previously met, transparently at- 


tempted to recruit them both as agents for 
Turkey. He mentioned his close ties to the 
American Turkish Council (ATC), the As- 
sembly of American Turkish Associations 
(AATA), and a specific ATC operative, 
a “Colonel ___.”” Sibel Edmonds was 
flabbergasted, since the ATC, the AATA, 
and this particular Turkish colonel were 
targets of interest in the intelligence she 
monitored for FBI Special Agent Dennis 
Saccher, who was in charge of the bureau’s 
Turkish counterintelligence. Dickerson 
boasted about the political connections of 
his Turkish “friends” and their ability to 
secure hundreds of millions of dollars in 
U.S. government contracts every year for 
Turkish companies. The Dickersons were 
profiting handsomely from these connec- 
tions and said they expected to retire early 
and live in Turkey. 

The Turkish connection to international 
terrorism (including al-Qaeda), drug traf- 
ficking, illegal arms trafficking, money 
laundering, and the nuclear black market 
is no secret; public-source information on 
itis plentiful. But Sibel Edmonds had seen 
intelligence about this strategic NATO 
“ally” that was far more troubling than any 
published reports. 

“Turkish criminal networks consist 
mainly of respectable-looking business- 


AP Images 


Former Attorney General John Ashcroft invoked the states secret privilege twice to silence Sibel 
Edmonds, claiming even her date and place of birth, where she went to school, and the languages 


she speaks are Classified. 
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men (some of whom are among the top in- 
ternational CEOs), high-ranking military 
officers, diplomats, politicians and schol- 
ars,” she notes. “Their U.S. counterparts 
are equally respected and recognized: 
high-level bureaucrats within the State De- 
partment and Pentagon, elected officials, 
or combination of the two, who now have 
set up their own companies, NGOs and 
lobbying groups.” 
She continues, in Classified Woman: 


Curiously, despite highly publicized 
reports and acknowledgements of 
Turkey’s role in narcotics, the nuclear 
black market, terrorism and money 
laundering, Turkey continues to re- 
ceive billions in aid and assistance 
annually from the United States. With 
its highly placed co-conspirators and 
connections within the Pentagon, the 
State Department and NATO, Turkey 
need never fear sanctions or mean- 
ingful scrutiny. 


Turkey and the newly absorbed NATO- 
EU countries of the former Soviet Union, 
along with the “stan” sister republics of 
Central Asia, became key incubating, 
training, and transit points for al-Qaeda 
and other jihadist terror groups. 


Edmonds reported the Dickersons’ re- 
cruitment effort to her superiors. Nothing 
happened. Edmonds refused to back off. 
The government retaliated by leaking her 
name to the press — in a derogatory way 
of course. This not only violated her pri- 
vacy, smeared her character, and broke 
federal law, but also endangered her life 
and the lives of her family members. She 
persisted, nevertheless, taking her case all 
the way to the top of the FBI, to the DOJ 
Inspector General, to Congress, the courts, 
and, finally, the major media, alternative 
media, and the blogosphere. Every step of 
the way she hit roadblocks, threats, and in- 
timidation. The Turkish press and Turkish 
government branded her a “traitor,” sub- 
ject to arrest, if she returned to her native 
land. Her relatives in Turkey were threat- 
ened and ceased all communication with 
her. Friends, relatives, and co-workers in 
the United States also abandoned her. Her 
phone and her e-mail account were tapped. 
FBI agents trailed her continuously. 
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Former Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert (R-III.) is one of the top elected officials identified 
by Sibel Edmonds as accepting payoffs from the Turkish lobby. Democrats taking payola include 
former House Majority Leader Dick Gephardt (Mo.) and Reps. Stephen Solarz (N.Y.), Tom Lantos 


(Calif.), and Jan Schakowsky (IIl.). 


When these efforts failed to derail her, 
the government tried the “nuclear option,” 
the state secrets privilege. Everything 
about Sibel Edmonds would be declared 
“classified,” a state secret. This was used 
to block release of the DOJ inspector gen- 
eral report, Edmonds’ FOIA file requests, 
congressional inquiries, and Edmonds’ de- 
position in the Motley-Rice 9/11 Families 
civil suit. In blocking her deposition, the 
government absurdly held that it would 
endanger national security for Edmonds 
to answer questions such as: When and 
where were you born? Where did you go 
to school? What languages do you speak? 
In what capacity have you been employed 
by the United States government? 

“If when I was born — my birthday — 
is considered state secrets and classified,” 
Edmonds logically asks, “then how can 
I use my driver’s license? If where I was 
born — my birthplace — is considered 
state secrets and classified, then how can 
I use my passport? Does it mean I can no 
longer leave this country, because show- 
ing my passport to officials constitutes a 
breach of security?” 

In May 2004, the Ashcroft Justice De- 
partment had her congressional briefings 
“retroactively classified” and forced mem- 
bers of Congress to remove documents 
they had posted on their websites. This 
has nothing to do with protecting national 
security, but everything to do with protect- 
ing corruption, conspiracy, and treason in 
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government. She thus became “the most 
classified woman in United States history.” 


The preposterousness of the government’s 
position is palpable. This is an effort not 
to protect legitimate state secrets, but to 
protect criminality that has prospered in 
secrecy for far too long. Sibel Edmonds 
is decidedly non-partisan in her scorn; 
she shows equal disdain for Republicans 
and Democrats who sell out their country 
and betray their oaths of office. She names 
names. Among the key players in Congress 
on the Turkish payroll whom she calls out: 
former Speaker of the House Dennis Hast- 
ert (R-IIl.), former House Speaker Bob 
Livingston (R-La.), former House Majority 
Leader Dick Gephardt (D-Mo.) and Reps. 
Stephen Solarz (D-N.Y.), Tom Lantos (D- 
Calif.), and Jan Schakowsky (D-IIL.). 

She points out that the executive branch 
treachery she encountered extended from 
the Clinton administration through the 
Bush administration — and continues into 
the Obama White House. Other prominent 
villains in this story include U.S. District 
Judge Reggie Walton, Bush Department 
of Defense Undersecretary Douglas Feith, 
former U.S. Ambassador to Turkey Marc 
Grossman, FBI Director Robert Mueller, 
FBI Deputy Assistant Director Tim Ca- 
ruso, and FBI Special Agent in Charge 
Thomas Frields. 

Classified Woman is a blood-boiling 


exposé that reads like a Robert Ludlum 
spy thriller. But this is not fiction, and the 
protagonist is not a macho Jason Bourne 
action hero. She is a petite, five-foot- 
three-inch woman of incredible courage 
and, seemingly, indomitable will who has 
stood toe-to-toe against forces of evil that 
have caused many other would-be patriots 
to wilt or cut and run. Her story is one 
of real-life heroism, and it is still being 
written. She continues to fight the good 
fight as founder/director of the National 
Security Whistleblowers Coalition and as 
editor of BoilingFrogsPost.com. 

Unfortunately, most of Edmonds’ con- 
tributing editors at BoilingFrogs are decid- 
edly left of center, and their anti-globalist, 
anti-war, anti-police-state arguments and 
analyses tend to range from the “progres- 
sive” to the Marxoid. However, when she 
went public and came under attack, it 
wasn’t Sean Hannity and Rush Limbaugh 
who came to her defense; it was the anti- 
Bush Left that rallied to her aid. In fact, 
the faux conservatives at FOX, National 
Review, and the radio talk show universe 
alternately ignored and attacked her; they 
were busy cheerleading George W. Bush’s 
unconstitutional wars abroad and his uncon- 
stitutional police-state measures at home. 
Sympathetic coverage for Edmonds from 
alternative media on the Right has been 
woefully lacking, with a few exceptions. 

In April 2011, Sibel Edmonds submit- 
ted her manuscript for Classified Woman 
to the FBI for review, as required by terms 
of her employment agreement. Under that 
agreement, the FBI has 30 days to approve 
and/or require deletions and revisions. 
After waiting over 340 days with no re- 
sponse from the bureau, Edmonds took the 
path that few others have taken; she pub- 
lished anyway. However, with every pub- 
lisher afraid to touch it, she was forced to 
publish it on her own. She knows that any 
day now the Obama administration, which 
has prosecuted more whistleblowers than 
all previous administrations combined, 
may come after her. And they may also 
scoop up all copies of the book and pro- 
hibit any future publication of it. So, get 
your copy now at www.Classified Woman. 
com while it is still available. And then 
contact your representative and senators 
in Washington and demand that they stop 
the stonewalling, censorship, and coverup 
on this important case. 
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The Blue Book 


A transcript of the entire two-day presentation given by Robert Welch 
at the founding meeting of The John Birch Society in Indianapolis, in 
December 1958. The background, methods, and purposes of The John 
Birch Society are set forth. (2012ed, 204pp, pb, 1/$8.95; 20+/$6.00ea) BKBB 


The John Birch Resolutions — Booklet 
Originally written by Robert Welch for the December 1970 Bulletin of The 
John Birch Society, this reprint lays out the traditional moral principles 
of Western Civilization. (2012ed Reprint, 20pp, 1/$1.95; 10-24/$1.25ea; 
25-49/$1.00ea; 50-99/$0.70ea; 100+/$0.50ea) BKLTJBR 


The John Birch Society: 
Reality vs. Myth — Booklet 


The John Birch Society has proven to be one of the most controversial 
organizations in American history. In this booklet, JBS President John 
E McManus encapsulates the history, demolishes the false accusations, 
and sets the record straight. (2011, 40pp, pb, 1-9/$2.95ea; 10-24/$2.00ea; 
25-49/$1.50ea; 50-99/$1.00ea; 100+/$0.75ea) BKLTJBSRVM 


The Life of John Birch 

The biography of a young American who was brutally murdered by the 
Chinese Communists in 1945, 10 days after the end of World War II. John 
Birch has been called the first casualty of World War III. (1960ed, 135pp, 
pb, $2.95) BKTLOJB 
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The Robert Welch Presentation — 
Six DVD Set 


The Robert Welch Presentations capture the best of Welch’s 
uniquely prophetic speeches from 1959 to 1974. These speeches 
established the philosophical foundation and grass roots orga- 
nization of The John Birch Society and provided the impetus for 
today’s rapidly growing movement to restore freedom under the 
Constitution. (2009ed, 553 total minutes, Six DVD set, $39.95) 
DVDSRWP 


Who is John Birch? — DVD 

Follow the story of this Georgia boy, the child of Christian mis- 
sionaries, who grew up with the desire to preach the “Word” to 
those in China and “save souls,’ only to find himself helping save 
their country from Japanese occupation during World War II. 
(2004, cased DVD, 55min, $17.95) DVDWJB 


Overview of America 

This video explains in a simple fashion the different systems of 
government throughout the world and the different economic 
principles underlying each type of government — and why free- 
dom means prosperity. 

Sleeved DVD (2006, 29min, 1/$1.00; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 
50-99/$0.75ea; 100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDOOAPS 
Cased DVD (2006, 29min, 1/$5.95; 10/$49.50; 25/$98.755 
100/$225.00) DVDOOA 
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Community Pitches In 


In September 2011, 91-year-old Frances 
Major of Royersford, Pennsylvania, hired 
a contractor to remodel the home in which 
she has lived since the 1950s. She paid the 
contractor nearly $80,000 to do the work, 
which was supposed to take three months 
to complete. More than a year later, the 
remodeling was nowhere near completed, 
and her home was cluttered with con- 
struction materials that posed a threat to 
Frances’ safety, as she could not easily get 
around in her own home. 

Frances’ daughter, Charry Schubert, 
was angered by the way the contractor 
took advantage of her mother. “Every 
one of the projects that we contracted 
for is not 100% completely, fully done,” 
Schubert said. 

Construction materials remained strewn 
throughout Frances’ home and tiles that 
were laid in the kitchen had not even been 
secured to the floor. “It’s not safe for her 
to walk on; they’re not completely grouted 
down correctly,” Charry said. In fact, the 
kitchen remained virtually gutted. 

Upon learning of Frances’ strife, the 
local community offered its assistance. 
“The outpouring of the community, 
friends, neighbors has been amazing,” 
Schubert said. 

According to ABC News, the commu- 
nity managed to complete a majority of 
the remodeling work in just one week, 
though some items remained undone, in- 
cluding some plumbing. 

A similar story came out of Phoenix, 
Arizona, where a retired woman, Charlie 
Mae Johnson, was living on a fixed in- 
come. She wanted to replace the carpet 
in her home and was scammed by a man 
who took her money and never completed 
the job. According to Johnson, it took her 
quite a long time to save the $1,200 that 
the man stole from her. 

MyFOX Phoenix reported that, upon 
hearing the news, several police officers 
at the Maryvale precinct stepped up to 
offer their help. 

They pitched in to do a mini home 
makeover for her, which included clean- 
ing the front yard, painting her home, and 
replacing the carpet. 
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“Oh my goodness I’m getting a lot of 
support and it’s really awesome, it’s real- 
ly awesome,” said Johnson. “I feel better 
already because I’m getting some things 
done and I can move on now.” 

And for the police officers who helped, 
the project has been quite rewarding. “You 
know obviously this is one of the most re- 
warding parts of the job is to sometimes 
fill a need for somebody,” says Phoenix 
Police Det. Michelle Dalton. 


Free Dinner for Needy 


The holiday season always seems to bring 
out the best in people. 

Vito “Skip” Cutrone of Follansbee, 
West Virginia, announced on October 15 
that his restaurant, Vito’s 2, would be of- 
fering a free Thanksgiving buffet for those 
who wanted a delicious hot holiday meal. 
According to the Weirton Daily Times, 
“Cutrone said everyone is welcome to the 
dinner, which will be held from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day, regardless 
of need.” Likewise, his other businesses, 
K&J’s Skip ‘n’ Go and the Java Shoppe, 
held non-perishable food drives for a local 
food pantry on the same day. 

According to NBC News 9, family, 
friends, and city officials woke up early 
on Thanksgiving Day to help prepare the 
meal at Vito’s 2. Home delivery was new 
this year, and volunteers worked through 
the night to get it all ready. “Right now 
we are prepping for 146 to-go’s that we’re 
delivering,” said Cutrone. 

“I pretty much pulled an all-nighter. I 
cooked 26 turkeys, 22 hams and about 800 
pounds of potatoes,’ Cutrone continued. 
“In our area with the economy, how bad it 
is right now, [we want to] just have a nice 
hot dinner, hot meal for anybody in the area 
who wants to come out and have a dinner 
and a real nice Thanksgiving buffet.” 

Cutrone hosted a similar event last year, 
with a turnout of 250 people. Organizers 
said more people came by this year than 
in years past to Vito’s 2. As a successful 
business owner in Follansbee for over 20 
years, he feels it is his duty “to give back 
to the community.” 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Rise of Christendom 


Christians, despite facing intermittent bouts of slaughter at the hands of Roman leaders, 
not only grew in numbers over the centuries, they eventually subsumed Rome’s empire. 
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Crowning achievement: When the Christian monarch Charlemagne was crowned emperor over a 
revived Roman Empire by Pope Leo III on Christmas Day, 800 A.D., the triumph of Christianity as 
a social and political movement across the former dominions of pagan Rome was complete. 


by Charles Scaliger 


f Western civilization were assigned 
] a starting date, Christmas Day in the 

year 800 would be a very good choice. 
On that day, the ambitious Frankish mon- 
arch Charlemagne, who had recently 
restored Pope Leo III to his seat at the 
Vatican from where he had been driven 
by would-be assassins, attended mass at 
St. Peter’s Basilica. To the astonishment 
of the assembled multitude, the pope in- 
terrupted the service to place a crown on 
Charlemagne’s head, and declared him 
emperor over a restored Western Roman 
Empire. What came to be called the Holy 
Roman Empire was the first great power 
to emerge in the new Western Christian 
civilization; it was an attempt to recreate 
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the glory of the realm of the Caesars, but 
in a Christian, rather than a pagan, set- 
ting. To the ambitious Charlemagne, the 
coronation was doubtless anticipated, but 
to the wondering multitudes, who raised a 
shout of acclamation for “the most pious 
Augustus, crowned by God the great and 
pacific emperor of the Romans,” it was 
a miraculous event for Christendom, a 
crowning triumph, so to speak, after a 
long climb out of darkness for the once- 
harried and persecuted Christian faithful. 
Christmas Day 800 was only a few cen- 
turies removed from the dominion of the 
Caesars at their apogee, yet on that day, 
the tables had been definitively turned; 
Caesar was now subordinate to a higher 
authority — the same authority that the 
Neros and Diocletians had once tried 


to burn at the stake and grind into the 
bloody sands of the Colosseum. 

The rise of Christianity, from the hills 
of Galilee to the crowned heads of Europe, 
must be regarded as one of history’s most 
extraordinary events, especially given the 
persecution of early Christians and the 
overwhelming secular power directed 
against them. For while the Roman Empire 
did not at first regard fledgling Christianity 
as a serious threat, it had taken the life of its 
founder, Jesus of Nazareth, and its officials 
in Palestine were susceptible to complaints 
against them leveled by other Jews. From 
our early 21st-century perspective, it is 
difficult to imagine how absolutely Rome 
ruled her far-flung dominions. But in the 
time of Caesar Augustus and his succes- 
sor, Tiberius, Roman legions controlled 
almost all of southern and western Europe, 
including Britain, as well as all of North 
Africa, most of Asia Minor, and the entire 
Levantine Middle East. Rome remains the 
only power ever to completely encircle the 
Mediterranean Sea. At the height of her 
military power, early in the second century 
A.D., Roman conquests extended well into 
Mesopotamia and included a large chunk 
of Eastern Europe as well. Internally, the 
empire was scrupulously and minutely ad- 
ministered. From Tiberius onward, a secret 
police, the frumentarii, kept tabs on just 
about everyone. 


The First Few Decades 

During the first few decades of its history, 
Christianity grew by leaps and bounds 
and, as far as we can ascertain, its first 
devotees worshiped openly, constructing 
their own churches for the purpose. The 
first Christian missionaries, including the 
apostles, exploited the open borders cre- 
ated by Roman administration and trav- 
eled far and wide across the vast sweep 
of the empire, attracting converts every- 
where they went. To be sure, they were 
sometimes resisted by votaries of local 
deities who correctly perceived in Chris- 
tianity a potent new rival, but the Romans 
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themselves, with the latitude typical of 
polytheism, seem to have regarded Chris- 
tianity as just another oddball sect of the 
sort that proliferated in such a sprawling 
and culturally diverse empire. 

All of that changed, however, on July 
19, 64 A.D. Sometime late at night on the 
18th or very early on the 19th, a fire broke 
out near the Circus Maximus and burned 
for almost a week, consuming hundreds 
of buildings, roughly one-tenth of the city. 
Many cultural treasures were destroyed, 
including a temple of Jupiter supposedly 
set up by Romulus; the palace of early 
Rome’s greatest king, Numa Pompilius; 
and the sanctuary of the goddess Vesta, 
filled with the images of Roman tutelary 
deities. Notwithstanding lurid rumors 
about Nero himself starting the fire and 
playing his lyre while the city burned, it 
is unclear what caused the fire, or whether 
it was deliberate. But what is beyond dis- 
pute is whom Nero publicly blamed for the 
conflagration: the Christians. 

By the time of Nero’s blood-soaked 
reign, Christians in Rome had become 
fairly numerous, including by some ac- 
counts both the apostles Peter and Paul. 
Nero himself, who was almost certainly 
clinically insane, may have been a devo- 
tee of the Persian deity Mithras, thanks to 
having allegedly been introduced 
to the cult of the oriental deity by 
a captive Armenian king whom 
Nero had brought to Rome to be 
displayed in a triumph. Whatever 
the case, Nero appears to have 
been the first Roman emperor to 
be openly hostile to the Christians, 
and in the wake of the Great Fire 
of 64, he used them as scapegoats. 
After supposedly wringing con- 
fessions from certain of them by 
torture, Nero embarked upon the 
first major public persecution of 
Christians. The great historian 
Tacitus, who was nine years old at 
the time of the fire, recorded the 
heart-wrenching events: 


An immense multitude [of 
Christians] was convicted, not 
so much of the crime of firing 
the city, as of hatred against 
mankind. Mockery of every sort 
was added to their deaths. Cov- 
ered with the skins of beasts, 
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they were torn by dogs and perished, 
or were nailed to crosses, or were 
doomed to the flames and burnt, to 
serve as a nightly illumination, when 
daylight had expired. 

Nero offered his gardens for the 
spectacle, and was exhibiting a show 
in the circus, while he mingled with 
the people in the dress of a charioteer 
or stood aloft on a car. Hence, even 
for criminals who deserved extreme 
and exemplary punishment, there 
arose a feeling of compassion; for it 
was not, as it seemed, for the public 
good, but to glut one man’s cruelty, 
that they were being destroyed. 


While most of the names of that first 
generation of martyrs sacrificed on the 
bloody altar of the Roman state have not 
come down to us, tradition holds that both 
Peter and Paul were among the victims of 
Nero’s holocaust. Fortunately for the prog- 
ress of early Christianity, however, Nero’s 
bloodlust was sated by his purge of Chris- 
tians in the city; elsewhere in the empire, 
they went unmolested — for a time. 
Following Nero’s example, subsequent 
Roman rulers, especially local authorities, 
launched sporadic attacks on Christian 
communities. Many such episodes were 
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a result of local pressure by non-Chris- 
tians who (correctly, as events turned out) 
discerned in the growing new religion a 
profound threat to Roman culture and its 
pagan pantheon. During almost the next 
two centuries of Roman history, the reigns 
of Domitian, Trajan, Marcus Aurelius, 
Septimius Severus, and Maximinus Thrax 
all saw outbreaks of persecution, some of 
which doubtless had the approval of the 
emperor. While information on such epi- 
sodes of persecution is spotty and often 
colored by bias of one sort or another, it 
appears that persecution increased in se- 
verity more or less as the numbers and 
influence of Christianity grew. 


Picking Up the Persecution 

One of the most appalling episodes dur- 
ing this long period, when persecution had 
yet to become official empire-wide policy, 
took place in 177 A.D. in Lugdunum (now 
Lyons, France) under the “good” emperor 
Marcus Aurelius. Lugdunum had adopted 
a policy relegating Christians to second- 
class status, and denying them the right to 
appear in certain public areas like baths 
and marketplaces. In that year, Christians 
were rounded up, imprisoned, and tried, 
and large numbers were put to death by 
means wearyingly familiar to modern afi- 


Trial by fire: The first recorded mass persecution of Christians by the Roman state occurred in 64 
A.D., following the Great Fire of Rome. The mad emperor Nero accused Roman Christians of starting 
the fire, and burned many of them to death in retaliation. Both Peter and Paul are believed to have 
perished in the city-wide persecution. 
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cionados of sword-and-sandals cinema: 
They were fed to wild beasts in the Am- 
phitheater of Three Gauls. Others were 
subjected to cruel torture or long impris- 
onment under harsh conditions. 

In the middle of the third century A.D., 
a new emperor, Decius, ascended to the 
seat of the Caesars with the apparent in- 
tention of systematizing the persecution of 
Christians across the empire. In 250, De- 
cius issued an edict requiring all Roman 
citizens to perform a sacrifice to the em- 
peror and receive a certificate vouching 
that he had done so. Performing such a 
sacrifice was taken to be a renunciation 
of Christian faith, and large numbers of 
Christians refused to submit to the new 
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Last prayer: During the bitterest periods of Roman persecution, countless thousands of nameless Christian faithful paid the ultimate price for their 


law. The response of the Roman 
government was severe and 
far-reaching. Wrote Gregory 
of Tours more than two centu- 
ries after the event, “There was 
such a slaughter of believers that 
they could not be numbered” — 
among them prominent Christian 
leaders, including many bishops, 
and women and children as well. 
Despite the far-reaching effects of this, the 
first state-sanctioned, empire-wide perse- 
cution, it did not seriously dent the num- 
bers of adherents to the new faith (except 
in Carthage, where many Christians chose 
to apostatize), and seems to have elicited 
some sympathy among non-believers for 
the Christians’ principled but passive de- 
fiance of the emperor. Within the church, 
however, there was bitter debate over what 
to do with those who had chosen to bow 
to the ordinance to save their own lives, 
and then afterwards tried to return to the 
fold. Should they be readmitted to the faith 
and their shame forgiven, or should they 
be excluded as apostates? 

The emperor himself gained nothing 
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from the persecution, and repealed the 
law the following year, shortly before his 
own ignominious death at the hands of the 
Goths in what is now Bulgaria. Decius, the 
first Roman emperor to make persecution 
of the Christians official imperial policy, 
also was the first to die on the battlefield 
at the hands of a foreign foe. 

After Decius, imperial persecution of 
the Christians worsened. It is perhaps not 
coincidental that, by this time, the Cult 
of the Emperor, associated both with the 
cult of the Sun and the cult of Mithras, 
had become the most potent aspect of 
Roman paganism, surpassing in influence 
all of the ancient cults associated with the 
Roman gods and goddesses every modern 
schoolboy studies. Gone or waning were 
many of the gods and their cults that had 
underlain the ancient pagan virtues of the 
Roman republic. In their place had been 
substituted a virulent imperial cult equal- 
ling anything contrived by the monarchs 
of Persia or Babylon. Many of Rome’s 
emperors — as well as her military and 
her mercantile and financial leadership 
— now owed their allegiance to the secret 


beliefs as victims of pagan Rome’s vile blood sports. Yet despite such pitiless attempts to exterminate them, it was the Christians who triumphed 
and the pagan Romans who were left on the ash-heap of history. 
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First martyr: Jesus of Nazareth, founder of Christianity, was not only its first martyr, He was also the first casualty in the long campaign of 


oppression conducted against Christianity by the Roman state, as embodied by certain of her Caesars and many local and provincial officials with 
axes to grind against the upstart faith and its stalwart adherents. Here, Roman procurator Pontius Pilate, who authorized Jesus’ crucifixion, presents 


the condemned man to an approving mob. 


god Mithras, whose peculiar Oriental cult 
had spread far and wide across the em- 
pire. Devotees of Mithras, nicknamed Sol 
Invictus or “Unconquerable Sun,” wor- 
shipped in secret underground cavern-like 
chapels called mithraea. Mithraism was 
organized into seven initiatory levels, and 
little is known today about the substance 
of their beliefs and sacraments, although 
there is some evidence that human sacri- 
fice was carried out, and that Mithraists 
worshipped, in addition to the youthful, 
bull-slaying Mithras, a lion-headed deity, 
Ahrimanius, who was synonymous with 
the Persian Satan Ahriman (the very name 
comes from the Avestan Angra Maniush, 
meaning “evil spirit”). Besides Nero, it ap- 
pears that a number of Roman emperors 
were full-blown inductees in the cult of 
Mithras, including Commodus, Elagaba- 
lus, Aurelian, Diocletian, and Julian (“the 
Apostate”). Certainly the iconography 
of Mithraism is widespread in later pre- 
Christian imperial Rome, as evidenced, 
for example, by the frequency of the de- 
vice “Sol Invictus” on coinage. Not only 
that, Mithraism came to be regarded by 
early Christians as perhaps their greatest 
rival. Certain aspects of the mythology 
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of Mithraism — for example, a youthful 
god who sacrifices his life — appeared 
to be contrived to mimic Christianity. For 
a time, it appeared that Mithraism rather 
than Christianity would be the shape of 
things to come. 

The general persecution of Christians 
continued under Valerian, who became 
emperor in 253, two years after Decius’ 
death. He, like Decius, required all Chris- 
tians to perform sacrifices to Roman gods, 
and those who refused to do so were at 
first punished by exile. By 258, however, 
the punishment for refusing to sacrifice 
was death. The bishops of both Rome and 
Carthage, along with many Christians who 
had become political and military leaders, 
were put to death by Valerian’s administra- 
tion. Strangely, he too met a terrible end 
at the hands of foreigners. In 260, while 
campaigning against the Sassanid Persians 
in Mesopotamia, he was taken captive by 
Shapur I, one of Rome’s greatest foes. 
After a spell in Persian captivity, during 
which he was subjected to every species 
of humiliation, he was put to death, prob- 
ably by being flayed alive. Afterwards, it 
was claimed, his skin was stuffed and put 
on display in one of the Persian temples. 


The capture of Valerian put a stop to the 
latest round of Christian persecutions; his 
son and heir, Gallienus, revoked Valerian’s 
anti-Christian legislation. For a few years, 
the persecutions appear to have subsided, 
but the worst was yet to come. 


The Worst of Times 

The ascent of Diocletian to the imperial 
throne was, in many ways, one of the most 
calamitous turns in all of Roman history. 
Diocletian, a man of tremendous energy 
and administrative talents, nevertheless ru- 
ined the Roman economy, triggering one 
of the most severe episodes of inflation in 
the ancient world. Although as ruthless 
and power-hungry as any of his predeces- 
sors, he became the first (and only) Roman 
emperor to retire voluntarily from office 
and live out his days in seclusion and rela- 
tive peace. He loved the emoluments of 
power (becoming the first Roman emperor 
to wear the purple robes and diadem as- 
sociated with the Persian “King of Kings,” 
and repudiating any lingering pretenses to 
limited republican government that Ro- 
mans had continued to entertain). Yet it 
was Diocletian who divided the Roman 
Empire in twain, appointing separate 
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emperors to rule over each half (and two 
Caesars under each emperor, constituting 
what became known as the Tetrarchy). 
This act ensured that the Eastern Empire, 
afterwards known as the Byzantine Em- 
pire, would last for another 1,100 years, 
although not as a pagan Roman state. Di- 
ocletian identified as strongly as any em- 
peror with the Roman imperial cult, and 
was probably as hostile to Christianity as 
any of his predecessors. Yet the last and 
greatest Roman persecutions, associated 
with the reign of Diocletian, were 
probably instigated mostly by his 
co-regent, Galerius. 

Diocletian came to power in 
284, and for many years only 
gradually introduced anti-Chris- 
tian policies. He purged Chris- 
tians from the Roman military, 
for example, and included in his 
administration many who were 
hostile to Christianity. Perhaps 
most alarming was his campaign 
to eradicate Manichaeism, an 
even newer religion similar in 
certain respects to Christianity 
(and, like Mithraism, regarded 
by early Christians as a satanic 
counterfeit of Christianity). 
Thousands of the followers of 
Mani were put to death or sold 
into slavery across the empire, in 
a spasm of persecution that sig- 
naled the conservative Diocle- 
tian’s hostility to religions that 
threatened the old gods. 

In 303, it was the turn of the 
Christians to endure the full 
wrath of the Roman state, on a 
scale they had never before expe- 
rienced, nor ever would again. At 
the urging of Galerius, Diocletian 
consulted the oracle of Apollo to 
inquire whether he should take 
action against the Christians. 
When the oracle replied in the 
affirmative, Diocletian proceed- 
ed to set in motion the “Great 
Persecution.” Edicts went forth 
to every corner of the empire or- 
dering the destruction of Chris- 
tian writings and places of wor- 
ship. Christians with military or 
political status were stripped of 
ranks and privileges, and Chris- 
tians were denied any judicial 


i 


38 


recourse. Diocletian himself — perhaps 
chastened by the terrible fates of Decius 
and Valerian — insisted that no Christian 
blood be shed, but his authority over far- 
flung portions of the Tetrarchy was lim- 
ited by this time, and the anti-Christian 
zeal of Galerius in particular was not to 
be placated without bloodshed. Churches 
and scriptures were destroyed, and Chris- 
tians were rounded up by the thousands. 
Uncountable numbers of them were put 
to death; the preferred method of execu- 
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Martyr for the ages: St. Sebastian, who was executed by being 
shot full of arrows and then clubbed to death, was one of many 
famous martyrs from the Great Persecution of Diocletian and 

Galerius, carried out just before the rise of Constantine and the 
empire-wide legalization of Christianity. 


tion was burning alive. From one end of 
the Roman world to the other, Christians 
were hunted down, imprisoned, and exe- 
cuted without trials, an excess of religious 
persecution that was not to be surpassed 
in Europe until the religious wars pitting 
Catholic against Protestant more than a 
thousand years later. 

Many of the victims of the Diocletianic 
persecution are justly remembered in the 
annals of martyrology: St. Vincent, who 
was roasted alive in Valencia; St. Sebas- 
tian, who was shot full of arrows 
and afterwards clubbed to death 
in Rome; and St. Eulalia of Bar- 
celona, who was subjected to a 
long series of horrible tortures, 
including being rolled down a 
hill in a barrel full of knives, for 
refusing to deny her Christian 
faith, before finally being decapi- 
tated. Diocletian’s agents did not 
spare the young; Agnes, an in- 
nocent Roman girl in her early 
teens from a privileged family, 
was dragged by jeering authori- 
ties to a brothel where, according 
to tradition, she was protected 
from defilement by divine power, 
but afterwards was martyred by 
beheading. In Thessalonica, three 
virgin sisters — Agape, Chionia, 
and Irene — were arrested for 
refusing to eat food-offerings to 
the Roman gods. All three were 
burned alive for refusing to re- 
nounce their Christian faith. 

Dozens of martyrs killed dur- 
ing the Great Persecution are 
today revered as saints by the 
Catholic and Orthodox churches. 
Certainly Christianity has never 
seen a more courageous commu- 
nity than those thousands of suf- 
fering Christians ground beneath 
the iron heel of Rome during 10 
terrible years at the beginning of 
the fourth century. It must have 
seemed, to the adherents of what 
had been a flourishing faith, that 
all the powers of hell had been 
unleashed in the persons of Di- 
ocletian and Galerius, and that 
Christianity itself would follow 
Manichaeism into ruin and even- 
tual extinction. (Manichaeism did 
last for several centuries more, far 
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Christendom’s christening: The baptism of Constantine the Great near Nicomedia in the spring 
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of 337 A.D., shortly before his death, put an exclamation point on that Roman emperor's decisive 
turn from paganism to Christianity. Although it would be many centuries before paganism 
disappeared from Europe, the rise of Christian civilization, both in the East and in the West, began 


with Constantine’s reign. 


from Roman power, in Asia, especially far 
to the east among the Uighur people, but 
today is completely extinct.) 


Christianity Coalesces 

But, as suddenly as they began, the per- 
secutions ended. Galerius, perhaps feeling 
some pangs for the horrors he had helped 
to unleash, tried to end the persecutions in 
311 by issuing a remorseful “Edict of Tol- 
eration,” but they persisted for two more 
years in some precincts. In 313, co-em- 
perors Constantine and Licinius issued the 
Edict of Milan, which stipulated the res- 
toration of all property taken from Chris- 
tians to be restored to its rightful owners. 
Churches that had not been destroyed 
were returned to Christian congregations, 
and compensation was even paid to those 
whose goods had been taken. 

In coming years, Constantine passed 
more legislation friendly to Christianity. 
While the authenticity of his alleged vi- 
sion of a cross in the heavens preceding 
the Battle of Milvian Bridge and the sin- 
cerity of his conversion have been ques- 
tioned by secular scholarship, there can 
be no doubt that Constantine I, afterwards 
surnamed “the Great,” was an entirely new 
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kind of Roman emperor, openly support- 
ive of Christianity where the best of his 
predecessors had merely shown a grudg- 
ing toleration. He did away with execu- 
tion by crucifixion, declared Sunday a day 
of rest in which business transactions — 
other than manumission of slaves — could 
not be undertaken. He even banned gladi- 
atorial sports toward the end of his reign. 
Meanwhile, Constantine showered proper- 
ty, wealth, and other favors on the church, 
presumably with a view to transforming it 
into the new Roman state religion. At the 
same time, he prohibited the construction 
of new pagan temples and even, toward 
the end of his reign, began dismantling 
old ones. He moved the capital of Rome 
eastward to the strategically placed city 
of Byzantium — renamed Constantinople 
— thereby guaranteeing that a Christian 
civilization would weather the centuries of 
barbarism and invasions that were shortly 
to bring an end to the Western Empire. 
Not long before his death Constantine, 
whose coinage had continued to represent 
him as Sol Invictus, accepted Christian 
baptism. His extraordinary reign is often 
regarded as the starting point of Christen- 
dom, and the order he founded was rein- 


forced centuries later, after the ravages 
of the Roman collapse, by the ascent of 
another monarch cut from the same mold, 
Charlemagne. 

If the legalization of Christianity under 
Constantine brought an end to centuries 
of persecution and discrimination, the 
troubles of the Christians were not en- 
tirely over. A generation later, a brilliant 
and charismatic young emperor, Julian, 
made a last, desperate bid to restore the 
glories of pre-Christian paganism. Julian, 
who was a fervent devotee of the Mithraic 
mysteries, did not attempt a resumption 
of open persecution of the Christians, 
who by then had become a powerful force 
throughout Roman dominions. He did, 
however, attempt to sow discord among 
Christians by recalling from exile certain 
controversial Christian heretics; prohibit 
Christians from teaching classical litera- 
ture, such as the //liad; and withdraw state 
funding for certain church activities. He 
also poured his considerable energy into 
encouraging a revival of paganism. Rather 
inexplicably, he also tried to rebuild the 
Jewish temple at Jerusalem that had been 
destroyed centuries earlier by Titus, but 
this project was fraught with setbacks and 
came to naught. 

Whether Julian the Apostate could have 
succeeded in his project to restore Roman 
paganism is impossible to know; by his 
time, the old ways were in such decline 
and Christianity, in its various forms, was 
so well-entrenched, that it is doubtful that 
even a full frontal assault, along the lines 
of the Diocletian persecutions, could have 
succeeded. In any case, history left the 
question unanswered when Julian, like 
Decius and Valerian before him, perished 
on foreign soil, mortally wounded by a 
Persian shaft. 

In the centuries to follow, Christian civi- 
lization faced many challenges — barbar- 
ian invasions, socioeconomic collapse, 
schisms, the rise of Islam, and periodic 
waves of heresy like the Paulicians and 
the Bogomils, but never again was it to 
suffer an existential threat. By the time 
of Charlemagne’s Christmas coronation, 
although portions of Europe remained 
pagan, especially in the far north and east, 
it was apparent that Christian civilization, 
against all odds, had triumphed over the 
greatest worldly powers, and was on the 
Earth to stay. 
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“. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
EE  eeeeEE 


Girl Who Shot Intruder 
Meets 911 Operator 


The CBS affiliate out of Durant, Oklaho- 
ma, added more details on November 13 
to a story that was previously covered in 
this column. Twelve-year-old Kendra St. 
Clair, who made national headlines when 
she shot a 32-year-old home intruder, had 
an opportunity to meet the emergency 
personnel who assisted her on that awful 
day. The 911 dispatcher was teary eyed as 
she met with Kendra, and the two shared 
an emotional embrace before any words 
were spoken. Durant 911 dispatcher Julie 
Thompson stayed on the phone with Ken- 
dra during the tense moments while the 
intruder was making his way through the 
home. The record of the 911 call contained 
the following exchange: 

Kendra St. Clair: “I think they’re in the 
house.” 

Julie Thompson: “Ok where are you in 
the house?” 

St. Clair: “I’m in the closet.” 

Thompson: “Did you shoot the gun 
honey?” 

St. Clair: “Yes, Ma’am.” 

Thompson: “You did?” 

St. Clair: “Yes, there’s a hole in the 
closet door.” 

Thompson: “You shot the gun?” 

St. Clair: “Yes, I did.” 

Thompson stayed on the phone with 
Kendra and provided moral support as 
Kendra struggled with what to do in the 
terrifying moments. The dispatcher and the 
law-enforcement officers who responded 
to the scene disavowed any responsibility 
for the positive outcome of the day. Instead, 
they said that it was the calm, level-headed, 
and brave young girl who deserved all the 
credit. “Most adults wouldn’t have reacted 
the way she did, and she really inspired a 
lot of people,” Police Lt. Brock Jones said. 
“You're just kind of speechless when you 
realize it was a 12-year-old. You feel bad 
that it kind of happened that way, but just 
extremely proud of what she did.” 

Patrolman Buddy Faulkner added that 
Kendra “was very emotional obviously, 
but she was very calm in the fact she called 
911, she got in a secure location in the clos- 
et and then stayed there until she felt she 
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needed to defend herself.’ As a matter of 
fact, everyone involved, from the dispatch- 
ers to the police to the investigators, agreed 
that Kendra did everything right that day. 

Kendra’s mother, Debra St. Clair, was 
probably the most proud of her daughter’s 
actions, especially considering that the girl 
had never fired a weapon before. She said 
that the gun will go back to where they 
kept it in case anyone in the home ever 
needs to use it again. 


Drunken Intruder 


It is tragic how having a few drinks can take 
a turn for the worse. Fortunately a story out 
of Charleston, West Virginia, didn’t end 
with any lives lost, but it easily could have. 
The Gazette-Mail reported that on Novem- 
ber 17, a man with a .276 blood alcohol 
content (BAC) entered the wrong house and 
was shot by the homeowner. 

Thirty-three-year-old Darrin Lanning 
had been arrested earlier in the night 
when police discovered him sleeping face 
down in the parking lot of a nearby bar. 
Lanning was taken to an alcohol treat- 
ment facility in Charleston, but somehow 
walked away. The man, whose BAC was 
dangerously high and far above the .08 
BAC legal limit for driving in West Vir- 
ginia, continued wandering in a drunk- 
en stupor and then entered a home in 
Charleston’s West Side. 

According to the Gazette-Mail, the po- 
lice report stated that Lanning had alleg- 
edly kicked in the front door and entered 
the home. Lanning had already taken off 
his cowboy boots, jeans, and coat, and 
was closing the refrigerator door when the 
homeowner, Jack Boggess, was awakened. 
Boggess grabbed his pistol and found Lan- 
ning eating at the kitchen table. 

The homeowner told Lanning to get 
down on the floor but according to the po- 
lice report, Lanning walked toward Bog- 
gess in “a threatening manner.” Boggess 
fired at Lanning, hitting him in the shoul- 
der, and then called police. The police ar- 
rived and arrested Lanning, who told them 
that he thought he was at a friend’s home 
in a different town. Thankfully, the man 
involved in this case survived with his life, 
if not his dignity. Sadly, too many other 
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stories involving binge drinking end in a 
fatality that could have been prevented if 
someone had just stopped drinking before 
becoming dangerously inebriated. 


In Broad Daylight 


The CBS affiliate out of Pittsburgh report- 
ed that Mercer County homeowner Pete 
Delli Bovi was forced to shoot a would- 
be burglar in the groin. On November 5, 
Delli Bovi was resting in his home when 
he was startled by a loud noise. “I was 
watching TV. I closed my eyes a little bit 
and I heard this big boom. Like, it was so 
loud. That’s when this guy kicked my door 
in the back,” Delli Bovi said. The alleged 
burglar, 18-year-old Markees Hughes, at- 
tempted to break into the home in the mid- 
dle of the day by kicking in the back door. 
Delli Bovi, who has lived in the resi- 
dence for 33 years, had been the victim of 
a break-in over a year earlier. That inci- 
dent led him to get a pistol permit and arm 
himself. The homeowner also put extra 
locks on his doors, which likely delayed 
Hughes long enough for the homeowner 
to get off a shot at him. Delli Bovi is just 
glad that no one else was in the house at 
the time. “My grandson, he watches TV 
in the kitchen. He would hear that, you 
know? Nobody expects that in the day- 
light. Nobody,” he said. The suspect was 
taken to a nearby hospital and is expected 
to be charged upon his release. Police have 
said that since the homeowner acted out of 
self-defense, he will not be charged. 


Veterans Day 


The NBC affiliate out of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
reported on November | 1 that a Muskogee 
man didn’t let his disability or his age pre- 
vent him from defending his home. Details 
are scarce, but police say the homeowner 
was a disabled, elderly veteran and that he 
shot an intruder who tried to break into 
his home. The suspect was transported to 
a nearby hospital. Police have said the sus- 
pect will be charged with first-degree bur- 
glary. The elderly veteran is not expected 
to be charged with anything since he acted 
within his legal right to defend himself. Hi 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Reloading the UN 
Arms Treaty 


Item: “Hours after U.S. President 
Barack Obama was re-elected, the United 
States backed a U.N. committee’s call on 
Wednesday to renew debate over a draft 
international treaty to regulate the $70 
billion global conventional arms trade,” 
reported Reuters for November 7, 2012. 
“U.N. delegates and gun control activists 
have complained that talks collapsed in 
July largely because Obama feared at- 
tacks from Republican rival Mitt Romney 
if his administration was seen as support- 
ing the pact, a charge Washington denies.” 

However, reported the wire service, the 
“U.N. General Assembly’s disarmament 
committee moved quickly after Obama’s 
win to approve a resolution calling for a 
new round of talks March 18-28. It passed 
with 157 votes in favor, none against and 
18 abstentions.” 

A U.S. official at the United Nations in- 
sisted, reported Reuters: “We will not ac- 
cept any treaty that infringes on the consti- 
tutional rights of our citizens to bear arms.” 

The wire service repeated the Obama 
administration’s contention: “The United 
States has denied it sought to delay nego- 
tiations for political reasons, saying it had 
genuine problems with the draft as written.” 
ITEM: The activist group Oxfam America 
contends on its website: 


A massive and poorly regulated 
global trade in arms and ammunition 
continues to threaten the security and 
rights of countless people around the 
world, exposing them to death, rape, 
assault, and displacement. Caught 
in the continuous conflict this il- 
licit trade feeds, poor countries are 
squandering the resources that their 
citizens need for basic services like 
clean water and education. 

...What’s needed is a binding in- 
ternational treaty that will establish 
global rules for the cross-border 
trade in weapons and ammunition. 


CORRECTION: The Obama administration 
has said, time and again, that it is adamant 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Obama gets on board — surprise! The UN has been debating an arms control treaty that leaves 


open every opportunity for the world body to eliminate individual gun-ownership in the United 
States. Initially, Obama was hesitant to get on board, but reelection banished his misgivings. 


about protecting the Second Amendment 
rights of Americans. The administration 
also insists that “politics” had nothing to 
do with its decision to back away from the 
UN Arms Trade Treaty this summer just 
because the controversy may have threat- 
ened the president’s chance in the then- 
pending presidential election. 

There’s hardly a sentient observer of the 
situation who believes that latter claim. 
Why then should we believe the former 
assertion about the administration’s sup- 
posed zeal to safeguard the right to keep 
and bear arms? 

Commentators of all political stripes 
took note of the administration’s eager- 
ness to delay matters. Even the left-wing, 
treaty-supporting Huffington Post online 
(among many others) acknowledged that 
the Obama administration “sidelined those 
talks in July” based on the “fear that the 
treaty’s provisions might become an issue 
in the presidential campaign.” Now, says 
the Post, “Obama is anxious to defuse 
American gun owners’ apprehensions.” 
No doubt. 

However, should we be reassured by 
that? Experience should teach us that 
when this chief executive pats us on our 


figurative back, he’s trying to get us to 
cough up something. Liberty, most likely. 

Somehow the vague treaty language 
that wouldn’t fly in the summer grew 
sturdy wings while the votes were liter- 
ally still being counted in Florida. It didn’t 
even take a day after the election for the 
administration to leap to the conclusion 
that, sure enough, it supported moving 
forward with the treaty. 

Constitutionally guaranteed rights for 
Americans should not be outsourced, 
and treaties shouldn’t be used to under- 
cut our sovereignty. By its very nature, 
the world body doesn’t have this nation’s 
best interest at heart. Indeed, as pointed 
out by Investor’s Business Daily, “just as 
the world’s worst human-rights violators 
sat on and often chaired the U.N. Human 
Rights Council, Iran, arms supplier ex- 
traordinaire to America’s enemies, was 
elected to a top position at the U.N. Con- 
ference on the Arms Trade Treaty that was 
held in New York in early July.” 

The heat at home was in fact building 
up against the treaty earlier this year. The 
National Rifle Association, among oth- 
ers, was vigorous in its opposition. NRA 
Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre 
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AP Images 


cut through the often stilted language at 
the world body, observing in part in his 
remarks on July 14: 


We are told, “Trust us; an ATT will 
not ban possession of any civilian 
firearms.” Yet, the proposals and 
statements presented to date have 
argued exactly the opposite, and — 
perhaps most importantly — propos- 
als to ban civilian firearms ownership 
have not been rejected. 

We are told, “Trust us; an ATT will 
not interfere with state domestic regu- 
lation of firearms.” Yet, there are con- 
stant calls for exactly such measures. 

We are told, “Trust us; an ATT 
will only affect the illegal trade in 
firearms.” But then we’re told that in 
order to control the illegal trade, all 
states must control the legal firearms 
trade. 

We are told, “Trust us; an ATT 
will not require registration of civil- 
ian firearms.” Yet, there are numerous 
calls for record-keeping, and firearms 
tracking from production to eventual 
destruction. That’s nothing more than 
gun registration by a different name. 

We are told, “Trust us; an ATT 
will not create a new international 


bureaucracy.” Well, that’s exactly 
what is now being proposed — with 
a tongue-in-cheek assurance that it 
will just be a SMALL bureaucracy. 

We are told, “Trust us; an ATT 
will not interfere with the lawful 
international commerce in civilian 
firearms.” But a manufacturer of ci- 
vilian shotguns would have to com- 
ply with the same regulatory process 
as a manufacturer of military attack 
helicopters. 

We are told, “Trust us; an ATT will 
not interfere with a hunter or sport 
shooter traveling internationally with 
firearms.” However, he would have 
to get a so-called “transit permit” 
merely to change airports for a con- 
necting flight. 


In short, when this administration and the 
United Nations get together and congratu- 
late one another on their probity, others 
better probe deeper. When the treaty push- 
ers keep repeating that all this is about put- 
ting a few standards on arms exports, think 
again. The gun-control crowd doesn’t usu- 
ally tip its hand all at once. 

So what has changed? Well, the politi- 
cal landscape has shifted — especially 
now that the U.S. electorate doesn’t 


Pointing out the implausibility: NRA Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre mocked 
assurances by UN arms-control advocates who claim that no rights under the Second 
Amendment would be violated, noting that every assurance has already been proven untrue. 
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have to be faced directly at the national 
level for four years. The last draft from 
the July conference at the UN is to be 
the “starting point” for new talks, as has 
been noted by the NRA’s Institute for 
Legislative Action. 

The NRA-ILA has commented that 
among the draft’s “most onerous” require- 


ments are those 


intending to burden and keep records 
on “end users,” or gun owners. The 
draft states that “Each State Party 
shall maintain national records.... 
Such records may contain ... end 
users” and that “Records shall be 
kept for a minimum of ten years.” If 
this obligation were to be enacted and 
followed, it could result in registra- 
tion for any American that purchases 
an imported firearm. 

Despite the insistence of a U.S. 
State Department official this sum- 
mer that ammunition controls are not 
feasible and would have “significant 
administrative and financial costs,” 
ammunition remains within the scope 
of the working draft. The draft states, 
“Each State Party shall establish and 
maintain a national control system to 
regulate the export of ammunition for 
conventional arms.” 


In point of fact, there are even more rea- 
sons to oppose this treaty beyond its po- 
tential threat to the individual rights of 
Americans: the loss of U.S. gun manufac- 
turing jobs and the inability to unilater- 
ally decide to arm U.S. allies if they came 
under attack, among others. 

One can acquiesce to facts and take 
note of the harm the treaty will do at 
home and abroad or, alternatively, one 
can believe, as has been maintained by 
Amnesty International, among others, 
that the splendidly altruistic folks at the 
United Nations are merely months away 
from concluding a deal that will stop de- 
liveries of weapons from reaching those 
who abuse human rights. 

Such people go though life believing 
anything: It saves them from thinking. 

— WILLIAM P. HoAR 
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BY JOHN F. MCMANus 


If Voters Only Knew Some History 


ast April, a candidate 
for reelection to his 
House seat was asked 


during a town hall meeting to 
estimate how many in the U.S. 
Congress were “card-carry- 
ing Marxists or International 
Socialists.” Without hesita- 
tion, he responded, “There 
are about 78 to 81 members 
of the Democratic Party that 
are members of the Commu- 
nist Party.” He pointed to their 
membership of “the Congres- 
sional Progressive Caucus.” 
His frankness drew immedi- 
ate attention, not only from 
media representatives locally, 
but some nationally. 

The congressman who pointed the finger at this sizable num- 
ber of colleagues is Allen West, the representative of Florida’s 
22nd District, which is situated in a portion of southeastern 
Florida that includes Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach. 
The response likely cost him his reelection. In the very tight 
2012 race, he lost by a few thousand votes and didn’t concede 
defeat until almost two weeks after Election Day. 

Allen West has always spoken his mind, and liberal opponents 
and media types frequently don’t like what he says. A 20-year 
veteran of the U.S. Army who retired as a lieutenant colonel, he 
described his combat role in the U.S. war against Iraq as another 
encounter in the centuries-old struggle of Western civilization 
against militant Islam. He protested the official display of a Pal- 
estine Liberation Organization flag flying in Washington. Of fel- 
low Florida House member Debbie Wasserman Schultz, the na- 
tional chairman of the Democratic Party, he opined that she was 
“vile, unprofessional and despicable.” He urged his constituents 
to read Saul Alinsky’s Rules for Radicals because Obama stud- 
ied and used Alinsky’s organizational tactics. (Alinsky dedicated 
his book to the “greatest revolutionary of all time — Lucifer.”) 
But it was his comment about Marxists in Congress that drew 
the most intense condemnation, almost all of it from people who 
have little knowledge of history. 

Most Americans have a deservedly negative view of the man 
known as Karl Marx. Many know that he authored the Commu- 
nist Manifesto in 1848. The book is notorious for having given 
rise to the conquests of scores of nations and decades marked 
by murder, terror, and misery for millions. Today, sadly, most 
Americans have been led to believe that, as bad as communism’s 
triumphs were, they’re all in the past. “Communism is dead” is a 
popularly held attitude. Many Americans don’t realize that both 
communists and socialists still rely on the Manifesto, with each 
of these two partners in crime claiming it as theirs. 
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Awareness of some history, 
however, shows that West’s 
response was on target. After 
rising to prominence among 
the world’s totalitarian- 
minded criminals, Marx was 
named honorary secretary of 
the newly crafted Socialist 
International in 1864. While 
not terribly significant for a 
time, the group saw a rebirth 
in Paris in 1889, an attempt 
by its communist faction to 
consolidate in 1921 in Mos- 
cow when it was renamed 
the Communist International 
(Comintern), and still another 
try to unite all of Marx’s fol- 
lowers in 1923 at a meeting 
in Hamburg, Germany. More internal squabbling among the 
group’s violence-prone communists and more patient social- 
ists continued to erupt. All of these conflicts notwithstanding, 
both factions were always united in seeking a common goal: 
socialistic world government. Anyone who recalls that the ini- 
tials USSR stood for Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, not 
communist republics, can grasp the close connection prevailing 
among Marx’s descendants. 

In our country, the principal affiliate of the Socialist Interna- 
tional is the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA) based in 
New York City. DSA boasts of working hand-in-glove with the 
Congressional Progressive Caucus, whose recent list of members 
shows 78 Democrats and one Independent, Vermont’s Senator 
Bernie Sanders. In a 2010 report to the Communist Party USA’s 
National Convention, Party official David Bell called the Con- 
gressional Progressive Caucus “our allies in Congress.” Current 
Progressive Caucus co-chairs are Congressmen Keith Ellison of 
Minnesota and Raul Grijalva of Arizona. One of its vice chairs 
is newly elected Senator Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin. All Pro- 
gressive Caucus members swear an oath to abide by the limita- 
tions in the U.S. Constitution, but all are more loyal to the DSA, 
their own Marxist caucus, and, ultimately, to the Communist Man- 
ifesto. They support increasing socialism here at home and are 
consistent backers of UN empowerment — both key goals in the 
drive for world government sought by communists and socialists. 

So, Allen West was correct in linking many of his congression- 
al colleagues to Karl Marx. He may have stepped over a small 
line when saying they were members of the Communist Party, 
but he was on target in indicating their favoritism for Marx. After 
West’s reelection defeat, the top Republican leader in Georgia 
contacted West and suggested that he relocate to Georgia (where 
West was born and raised) and run for one of its congressional 
seats. Whether he will do as suggested remains to be seen. 


Allen West 
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Genocide & Communism 

Threaten South Africa 
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(November 5, 2012, 48pp) TNA121105 
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will fall over the “fiscal cliff” of across-the- 
board higher taxes and an assortment of 
cuts to government spending. (November 
19,2012, 48pp) TNA121119 
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